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Winner of the recent Malaysian Grand Prix in Kuala 
Lumpur, 19-year-old Christchurch road racer John Boote 


[TZ750 Yamaha] is unlikely t 


© retum to New Zealand for 


some time. Now in Australia after competing in the 


$20,000 Bathurst meeting on 


circuit, he has joined forces with leadin 


Warren Willing and will race 
~ banner: 


They. make a _formldible 
- pair. Willing, who is no 
_ stranger to New Zealand 
circuits, the second 
‘round = Australian 
= unlimited prix. at 
_- Bathurst by half a wheel from =. 
Queenslander Greg Hansford. ° 
Both ‘were riding 12750 
_ Yamaha: 
BooteZiwas fourth In -the 
Sal ce, a 
effort considering’ his big 
Yamaha was well down: on 
joe The best the talented 
lew Zealander could get out 
of his ailing. mount down the 
dd “Straight 


won 
the 
grand 


his rivals, 
up with 


Isty bits <= 


Boote and Willing will ride 

In all major Australian events, 
starting with the Lakes Race 

» dn Brisbane, until June. Then, 
. for the New Zealander at 
“least, It will be back to South 


the famous Mount Panorama 
Sydney rider 
there under the Levi’s Team 


East Asia for the Indonesian 
Grand Prix of 180 miles. 
New TZ750 
Currently, Boote Is in the 
happy ‘position of having t 


praiseworthy . #3 


John Boote. - 
7TZ750 Yamaha's to chose 
from. He’ has: .just bought 
another new machine, which 
he will use almost exclusively 
for racing overseas. If it does 
come to New Zealand, it will 
be on.a form. of “vistors 

Continued on page 4 

More photos pages 4,5 


{ Is your machine 
part of :a dying race? 


THE MACHINE 
WITH LONG LIFE AND RELIABILITY 


> Wellington Moto 


r Cycle Centre 


BOND STREET, WELLINGTON 


The man universally acknowledged as the greatest natural 
speedway rider of all time, double world champion RONNIE 
MOORE, has joined the NZMCN team — as a writer. He 
will be contributing a column on speedway every. issue, 
airing controversial subjects and providing expert comment 
‘on’ all matters of speedway interest both in New Zealand 


and overseas. 


Ronnie was at 17 years of age the youngest 


ever world finalist, at 21 he was the youngest ever world 
champion, he is the only rider to have represented Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand and Great Britain at test level and he 


has won the New Zealand sol 
Incredibly, his racing career 


lo title a record four times. 
goes back a, quarter of a 


century. And he is still as good as ever. What's more, 


he can write almost as well 


as he can ride. Turn to 


. page 21 for his first article and you will see what we mean. 


_ Laverda 1000s Arrive 
Two of the fabulous hand-crafted Italian Laverda 1000s -- the first examples to reach 
New Zealand -- are now on display in the Christchurch showroom of Laverda importers, 


Eric Wood Motor-cycles Ltd, after a delay of nearly two months. Two more of the big 
sporty three-cylinder four-strokes are on the way. 


The initial consignment 
was originally | expected 
early in. March and did in 
fact reach New Zealand on 
time. But internal handling 

roblems meant that the 

averdas had to be left 
standing in a Wellington 
storehouse. 4 

It took four weeks for the 
bikes to reach New Zealand 
from italy and, incredibly, 
seven more weeks to get from 
Wellington to Christchurch. 

Because of this, the 
Planned "NZMCN test of 6ne 
of these machines (pictured 
above) had to be postponed. 
_!t Is now hoped ‘to complete 
this In tlme for the next 
Issue. 

The 1000 


Laverda Is 


Playground 
For Motor- 
cyclists 


A suitable area of land might. 
be put aside in the McLeans. 
Island recreational ‘Teserve in 
Canterbury for the exclusive use 
of off-road motor-cyclists. The 
North Canterbury. Catchment 
Board, which -controls the re- 
serve, is to be approached by 
the Waimairi County Council to 
see if such a scheme would be 
feasible. 

The council has decided to 
take this action after dealing with 
complaints about the activities 
of motor-cyclists on Flay and 
Crosbie Parks. As the motor- 
cyclists were being asked to 
leave both parks, the council 
decided it should try and find 
land for them to'use elsewhere. 


Cover Picture: 
Wan Clarke (rider) and Allan Boylo 
(passenger) poworing their way around 
the high-speed Rothmans curvo at 
Ruspuna Park during the sidecar 
scratch raco in’ the New Zealand 
Grand Prix meeting. (Soe Sports 
Commentary). 


undoubtedly..one of. the most 
Interesting machines to come 
Into this.country -- and also 
one of the most expensive. It 
will retail at $3275. But it Is 
without doubt an enthusiast's 
machine, beautifully’ made 
with a styling flair which only 
the Italian motor-cycle 
industry seems capable of 
producing. 

The engine is a_ three- 
cyclinder double overhead 
camshaft four-stroke with the 
alloy cylinders parallei 
across the frame. It has a 
total piston displacement of 
980.76cc and with a compres- 
slon ratio of 9 to 1 develops 
80 brake horsepower at 
7250rpm. 

Top speed Is In the vicinty 
of 135mph. Ignition Is by 
flywheel alternator with auto- 
matic spark advance elect- 
ronic ignition. There are five 
ratlos in the gearbox. The 
frame is of the conventional 
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double downtube pipe varlety 
(unlike the’ 750). A 

Very businessilke in 
appearance, the Laverda 1000 
Is fitted with two-way 
adjustable handlebars. These 
can be set in such a way as to 
give the appearance of racing 
cllp-ons Ideal for high 
-speed cruising. Suspension 
Is by Ceriani and the 18in 
wheels are both fitted with 
aluminium rims. . 

sopping power Is via a 
hydraulically operated double 
disc brake at the front and a 
normal drum unit at the rear. 
An electric starter is standard. 
Dry weight is 214kgs. 

A batch of 10 of the very 
popular Laverda 750s have 
also arrived. Now fitted with a 
single hydraullc disc brake at 
the front, they will retall at 
$2675. The  twin-cylinder 
overhead valve engine devel- 
ops 65 brake horsepower at 
7000rpm. 
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EDITORIAL 


The decision of the FIM to ban the four-cyclinder TZ750 
Yamaha road racer from Formula 750 events has come as 
a great shock to many of the 200-odd riders who have 
The Japanese Motor-cycle 
Federation, as the agent of the FIM, had some months 
earlier issued a certificate of homologation for the bike. 

But at its spring meeting in Geneva, the FIM decided 
that the machine did not conform to the requirements for 
Formula 750 racing and applied an immediate ban. The 
technical committee, which originally refused to accept 
the big Yamaha, recommended out of sympathy for the 
riders who had bought the $6000 machines that they be 
accepted for one year in Formula 750. However, the 
decision-making Bureau Centrale of the FIM decided that 


bought these machines. 


this was not possible. 


The ban has undoubtedly placed the future of Formula 
750 in jeopardy. But it was never a healthy infant and, in 
Europe at least, has never rated on level terms with the 
world championship grand prix series. With the advent of 
the Yamaha, an interesting confrontation with Suzuki 
seemed likely. Now, this‘ will not be possible and the 
Suzuki 750s, which are based on the Suzuki GT750 
roadster, face the prospect of a strong hollow of victories. 

To be fair to-the FIM, it was placed in an invidious 
position. To accept the TZ750, which is nothing less than 
an out-and-out production racer, would have put all other 
manufacturers wishing to.compete in Formula 750 at a 
disadvantage. Perhaps the other manufacturers would 
have retaliated by producing new 750 racers with no 
machines. 
Formula 750 would have simply become no more than an 


relation to street-legal 


open 750cc racing class. 


Having banned the TZ750, this seems to be the obvious 


outcome anyway. 


Promotors of Formula 750 events around the world are 
unhappy about the prospect of losing star riders on 
TZ750s from their programmes. It seems likely that many 
of them will renounce championship status for their 


If they had, 


meetings and run then as open 750cc events. 


* The only course now open to the FIM is to alter the 
tules governing Formula 750 racing to permit machines 
such as the 12750 Yamaha. And that would also mean the 
end of Formula 750 racing as it was originally envisaged. 

In New Zealand, there is no immediate problem. The 
Marlboro series, one of the few major events open to big 
750s, is open to all machines and the ban has no effect. 
There is no recognised championship series for 750cc 
machines in New Zealand and those that do race in the 
road racing series are not eligible 


Rothmans 
championship points. 


The emphasis has always been on the established 
classes, 250, 350 and 500cc, and that, perhaps, is the way 
it should stay. A 750cc racing class would only serve to 
detract from the one below it and riders would face 

_increased financial burdens to obtain competitive 


machines. 
Ron Dew, 
EDITOR. 





NZMCN Calender 


MAY 


4 North Island 350cc beach ‘championships, Papakura. 


5 North Island 350cc miniature TT championship, Manawatu- 


Orion. 


11. New Zealand Speedway Control Board Conference, Hamilton; 
First day of New Zealand trials championships (second round) 


Nelson. | 


12 Second day of New Zealand trials championships (second 
: Ixion club’s winter moto-cross (first round), 


round), Nelson; 


at Otaihanga; Gore moto-cross (Norton Cup), Southland. 


12 Patatere MCC — Moto Cross. 


19 Hamilton MCC Moto Cross at National Field Day property 


Rukuhia. - 
26 = Club trial, Hamilton. 


JUNE 


1 Club beach racing, Papakura; Road hill climb, Southland. 


9 Ixion club's winter moto-cross (second round), miniature TT 


Southland. 


22 First day of New Zealand trials championship (third round), 


Palmerston North. 


23 Second day of New Zealand trials championship (third round), 


Palmerston North. 


Clubs wishing to have their events included in the calendar 


should send details to the Editor, P.O. Box 28-059, 


Christchurch: 





intended for 
publication in the news 
columns, including those 
from recognised correspon- 
dents, MUST in future be 
addressed as follows:— 


All items 









News To Christchurch 


The Editor, 

New Zealand Motorcycle 
News, 

P.O. Box 28-059, 
Christchurch. 


then 


for 


LETTERS 


MIYOPET 


Sir, 

This is perhaps an unusual 
letter in that | am seeking 
information rather than 
making a comment. | have a 
1962 50cc Miyopet step thru 
which, you can _ probably 
appreciate, is hard to get 
parts for. | believe the bikes 
were sold here in New 
Zealand by Wright Stephen- 
sons but | have had no luck 
as yet in approaching them. 
The Miyopet is supposed to 
have been bought out by 
Suzuki sometime about 1962- 
63. Is this true? The bike is in 
fact sliahtly similar to the 
early 50cc Suzukis of the 
19608. Any practical infor- 
mation as to whether Suzuki 
parts will fit ‘would be 
gratefully appreciated. The 
main problem is the clutch, 
which slips badly under 
normal acceleration. The 
cable is adjusted to its fullest 
length and removing tne 
engine sidecover revealed no 
way of adjusting the springs. 
The only adjustment seems 
to be the main ‘operating 
shaft which, | am told, will 
not affect the slipping. Minor 
electrical problems would 
also be a lot more easily 
solved with the help of a 
manual and wiring diagram 
but these, | expect, would be 
hard to come by. | would 
also be interested to know of 
any other models brought out 
by the company. 

It is good to see a New 
Zealand publication on bikes. 

Lee McNab, 
PALMERSTON NORTH. 
[The only similarity bet- 
ween the Suzuki 50 and the 
Miyopet 50 is that they both 
have wheels at both ends. To 
the best of our knowledge, 
the Miyopet was produced by 
a tiny Japanese company 


which ceased production 
many years ago. It was not 
taken over by Suzuki. 


Inquiries reveal that it would 
be virtually impossible | to 
obtain a manual of — this 
model, which we think was 
the only one to come to.New ,. 
Zealand. The Miyopoet 50 
was almost a direct copy of 
the German Sachs 50 and this 
might provide an answer to 
your problems. Your clutch 
obviously requires new 
plates. If you can uncover the 
agent for Sachs motor spares 
in your area you might just 
find that Sachs plates will fit 
your Miyopet. If anybody else 
can throw further light on the 
subject, we would be pleased 
to hear from them --Editor]. 


DELIGHTED 
Sir, 
| was so delighted in 
reading your latest edition of 
N.Z.M.C.N. as | have been 
with previous editions that | 
thought it fitting to write to 
you and the team, a note of 
congratulations on compiling 
such an informative mag, and 
at such a moderate price, too. 
It's about time New Zealand 
had more like this. 
| have read what | would 
say would be the British 
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equivalent of N.Z.M.C.N. 
(The “Motorcycle), and along 
with friends, agree that the 
N.Z.M.C.N. shines forth. 
find every topic done, well 
icovered and the majority of 
facts not shooting over the 
heads of the average biker 
who's in want of knowledge 
about this, the king of sports. 
Keep it coming. 

Z Simon N. Guinness, 
WELLINGTON. 


Sir, H2R TEST 


| have just started getting 
‘our newspaper, N.Z.M.C.N. 
enjoyed reading it very 
much, until | started reading 
about Brian Lawrence Instead 
of the “Green Meanie", the 
H2R. All he seems to talk 
about, Is his heartbeat, mind 
starting to spin, pulse rate 
doubling, and so on. 
The only thing about the 
bike is “Man does this thing 
io”, and how effective the 
ront brakes are. Further on 
he makes a confession, that 
he would never make a road 
racer. It should have been, he 
will never make a motor cycle 
road and track tester. Lets 
have more about the bike next 


time please. 
Malcolm Brown, 
ROTORUA. 

P.S. To the staff of the 


N.Z.M.C.N. keep up the good 
work. It's great reading the 
rest. 


[The article on Ginger 
Molloy's “Green Meanie” was 
not intended to be a full-scale 
test. It was more a story on 
the reaction of a rider faced 
with ‘riding this racer for the 
first time. We have plans to 
do a fuller test on Kevin 
McCleary's TA125 Yamaha 
Production racer in the next 
month or two -- provided 
there is some fine weather 
--Editor.] 


GRADING 

Sir, _ 2 = 
Congratulations on a fine 
newspaper. After tho abortiva 
efforts to run a magazine in 
this country, a 
publication comes as a breath 
of fresh air, Anyway, what 
prompted me to write is the 
appalling situation of grading 
in the MX championships. | 
just finished reading that A. 
Maior has become the New 
Zealand "C"” grade champion. 
Then on the next page we 
find him included in_ the 
North Island MX team. Either 
the selectors don't want our 
team.to have a chance by 
including a C grade rider or 
else A. Major has a very poor 
opinion of himself and grades 
himself unjustifieably low. 
This system of letting the 
riders grade —_ themselves 
seems to be ludicrous. For 
example, | noticed (no names) 
many riders who were riding 
A grade at local and Hamilton 
meetings two weeks pre- 
viously, suddenly relegated to 
B grade - and in one case C 
grade. Surely there are more 
than 15 A grade riders in the 
Top Half of the North Island. 





Photographers: Brian Hopping, 
John Sharpe, Glen Kennar 
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| feel the only fair wa) of 
grading Is to have the riders’ 
club secretary enclose the 
grading of the tider on the 
entry Soran: The way things 
are going the C grade is the 
most competitive class and 
the only way to ensure you 
get past the first heat is: to 
enter A grade. All you have to 
do Is Anish: With only 15 
riders and 20 open places you 
can't fail. 
Yours etc. 
Roger Jurdam 
AUCKLAND. 


Sir TZ750 Ban 

| was not surprised to hear 
that the FIM had.banned the 
TZ750 Yamaha from Formula 
750 _ events. It could never 
qualify for these under the pre- 
sent rules. | know of no Yamaha 
road bike which even faintly 
resembles it. Saying that the 
engine is two TZ350 twins 
placed together and that the 
TZ350-is a distant relation to 
the RD350 just isn’t good 
enough. More than 200 riders 
around the world must be feeling 
very let-down now, especially as 
its acceptance appeared auto- 
matic after its registration as a 
Formula 750 bike by the Japan- 
ese federation. The Japanese 
federation was clearly wrong to 
accept it in the first place and, 
of course, Yamaha was wrong to 
offer the bike as a Formula 750 
racer. Fortunately, this won't 
affect John Boote and other 
Kiwis racing them in New 
Zealand. But the bike might no 
longer be any great use in 
America were rules covering 
Formula 750 are very strict. 
P.W.S. Smith, 
Auckland. 


4 GRAND PRIX 
Sir 


With all due respect to the 
organisers, the 1974 New Zealand 
Grand Prix meeting — supposedly 
the most important domestic 
road racing meeting of the season 
— lacked its usual atmosphére. 
| suspect - this was, because 


some officials clearly did not 
reciate the srr saree OT TNE 


apy 
tasks they had to perform. To 


well *=runoi-this moment, | do not know who 


won the-50cc grand prix. |t 
certainly was never announced 
and it was not possible to de 
termine this from the rather poor 
programme, which did not 
include the names or the correct 
bikes of anumber of competitors 
The chief flag marshall seemed 
to have difficulty deciding w' 
to signal the end of the races, 
which was not good enough 
This meeting has a great tradi 
tion behind it and it hurts me 
deeply to see it treated as just 
another club event. In spite of 
this, | must pay tribute to the 
riders. Stewart Avant was quite 
exceptional. He is going to goa 
long way in the sport. 

OLD TIMER, 

Christchurch. 





KAWASAKI SPARES 

PROMPT MAIL ORDER SERVICE 
Norjo motors 

239 Riccarton Road, Christchurch 
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HONDA SPARES 

FOR ALL MODELS UP TO 100cc 

PROMPT MAIL ORDER SERVICE 
Norjo motors 

834 Colombo Street, Christchurch 

Telephone: 50-172 L.M.¥- O° 
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Little bikes 
with big ideas 
SEE THE 
NEW DB 80 art 











GEMINI MOTORCYCLE CENTRE 


(A DIVISION OF LAWNMOWER SERVICES) 









* ANEW SPORTY-BIKE FROM GEMINI. STRONG, 
NEWLY DESIGNED FRAME. 
HYDRAULIC FRONT. FORKS. 

THE STRONG ONE 

82 Victoria Street, Lower Hutt. Phone: 61487/61328 


















250 CR 


MOTOCROSS 
The 245cc single cylinder 2- 
stroke engine features a NEW 
magnesium crankcase, NEW 
cylinder barrel with cast-in liner 
and NEW port design, while the 
welded steel frame now has NEW 
lightweight telescopic front forks, 
NEW 5 disc light alloy clutch 

and alloy rear sprocket, 5- 

speed close ratio gearbox. 

Weight 97 kg. 


The HUSQVARNA 250CR has 
a world championship heritage 
— power and superb handling 

that you can depend on. 









Stocks will be limited — enquire 
now to ensure earliest delivery. 








84 Taonui Street 
____ Palmerston North 
af Phone 87-082 


MOTORS 
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New Zealand Distributors 
Husqvarna 

Bultaco 

Harley-Davidson 


Wontlesa 


cappra-250 
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cota 247 trial 
cota123 ce 
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NORTH Percy Coleman & Co. Limited, 
ISLAND ENQUIRIES: 338 Victoria Avenue, Wanganui. 













Tommy’s Suzuki Centre, 


TSLANE 85 Moorhouse Avenue, 


ISLAND ENQUIRIES: Christchurch. 


NEW ZEALAND DISTRIBUTORS 
PERCY ‘COLEMAN WHOLESALE 





















New Cluo ~ 


Formed By 
Vincent 
Owners 


A New Zealand section of 
the Vincent Owners’ Club 
(based in Britain) was form- 
ed by a group of enthusiasts 
in Christchurch during 
Easter week-end. The move 
was prompted by the visit 
to Christchurch of nine 
North Island Vincant owners 
when they got together with 
New Zealand speedway si 
car champion Les Dwight 
snr and former world sidecar 





The motor-cycle training 
school operated by the 
Christchurch Combined 
Clubs’ organisation is in ur- 
gent need of more instruc- 
tors, according to the 
chairman of the school 
committee, Murray Butler. 

At present the school — one 
ef only two of its kind in the 
country — is operating with a 
chief instructor (D. Thornton) 
and two assistants. Since being 
revived last year, the club has 
held two six-week courses for 
learner riders and from each 26 
motor-cyclists have qualified. 

The need for, more instructors 
is because the school has in- 


record-holder Bob Burns. 

Dwight has always used’ a 
Vincent engine to power his 
sidecar racers and is now re- 
storing the Vincent bike from 
which he took the engine for 
his successful national title bid 
last season. He is a full mem- 
ber of the parent body, the 
Vincent Owners’ Club, 

Burns used a Vincent V-twin 
unit in the sidecar he used to 
break the world speed record 
back in 1955. He has been 


Instructors Urgently 
Needed 


creased its sphere of operation, 
Previously, riders wishing to 
enrol had to wait for the begin- 
ning of each six-week course. 
In future, riders will be able to 
sign up and start their training 
immediately. Riders at all stages 
of development will be catered 
for at the same time. 

“We now need a minimum of 
eight trained instructors available 
every two Saturdays out of 
+ three’ Mr Butler said, {t was 
not difficult to become an in- 
structor, To qualify, persons 
had to take a form of riding test 
with an officer of the Ministry 
of Transport. The trainee- 
instructor had to show the 
traffic officer what he was doing 


appointed president of the New 
Zealand section. 

Barry Howell, a Canadian 
living in Tauranga, has accepted 
the position of organiser. Joe 
Oswald, of Wellington, is the 
secretary. 

The object of the club is to 
preserve and restore Vincents in 
New Zealand and to help mem- 
bers to obtain spare parts. Social 
activities are also planned. At 
present, there are 13 of the 
classical English machines in the 
New Zealand section of the club 
and numbers are increasing daily. 

Nine of the machines were 
lined up in the car park at the 
New Zealand Grand Prix at Rua- 
puna Park and attracted con- 
siderable attention. 

A mid-year meeting and rally 
is to be held on Mr Howell’s 
property at Tauranga during: 
Labour week-end. The next 
annual meeting is scheduled to 
coincide with the 1975 grand 
prix in Christchurch next Easter. 

For those seeking further in- 
formation, the secretary (Mr 
Oswald) cari be contacted at 41 
View Road, Melrose, Wellington. 
Vincents belonging to the newly 
formed New Zealand section of the 
Vincent Owners’ Club lined up in the 
car parkat Ruapuna Park. 






wrong. He also had to attend 
theory sessions. 

However, it was not enough 
just to have the knowledge. An 
instructor also had to have the 
ability to pass it on to his 
pupils. Not everybody could do 
that, Mr Butler said. 

The schaol also has some 
financial problems. The $10 it 
charges each pupil for every six- 
week course is hardly sufficient 
to meet running costs. Mr Butler 
is hopeful that the Government 
will eventually contribute finance 
on a national basis to motor- 
cycle schools. Help has also 
been promised by the licenced 
motor-cycle trade, 























Cont. from P71 


permit". The original water- 

cooled four will ‘be brought 

back to New Zealand and 
placed on the market. - 

He has no plans, himself, 
for returning to his homeland 
in the immediate future but 
will definitely be back in time 
for the start of the next 
Marlboro international series. 

Before he went to Kuala 
Lumpur for the big-money 
Malaysian Grand Prix, Boote 
and Wellington race mechanic 
Dale Wood fitted a New 
Zealand-Made auxiliary three- 
gallon fuel tank in the tail of 
the Yamaha to give it a total 
capacity of eight gallons — at 
17mpg enough for about 140 
miles non-stop racing. The 
additional weight in the’ tall, 
board, could have upset the 
rear suspension. 

This was overcome b) 
teplacing the rear  shoc 
absorbers with a set from no 
less than a Yamaha 125 
scrambler. 


—— Kiwis Battle 


It was clear that the battle 
for top honours was going to 
be between fellow internat- 
lonal, Dale Wylie, fresh from 
racing at Daytona, and 
newcomer Boote. Wylie was 
originally intending to race a 
factory Suzuki using the 
same __water-cooled __ twin 
engine he had in the Marlboro 
series. But on learning that 
Boote was a starter, he 
decided to.use the big 
Yamaha Instead. 

The day before the main 
event, there was a_ shorter 
race of 10 laps of the 2.1-mile 
Batu Tiga circuit. Boote, 
‘because of a timing error, 
was placed on the fourth row 
of the grid but started well 
and was fourth Into the 
corner. 

Soon afterwards, he was in 

_the lead and then proceeded 
to pull away from Wylie. He 
eventually took the chequered 
flag 7sec ahead of Wylie with 
Indonesian Beng Soeswanto 
(TZ350 Yamaha) third. On the 
way to victory, Boote clipped 
half a second off the late 
Geoff Perry's lap record with 
a new time of 1min 32sec. 

For the main race of 50 
laps the following day, Boote 
was in pole position but this 
time he was beaten into the 

first turn by a couple of local 
tiders. Then Wylle, riding 
without a_ fairing went 
storming by into the lead. 

Boote settled in on his tail 
and for 30 thrilling laps the 
two outstanding Kiwis circu- 
lated at record speeds just 
Inches apart. .Wylie was 
always the leader but each 
time past the pits his crew 
gave him the dreader "+0" 
signal. Thirty times he 
received that before being 
forced to pull into the pits for 
fuel. 

His’ Yamaha was equipped 
with only the standard 5.25 
gallon tank -- the maximum 
size permitted in America 
where he plans to do most of 
his. racing in the months 


“It was like this ....."" John Boote 
explains a point shortly after. win- 
ning the Malaysian Grand Prix at 
Kualar Lumpur. The three-gallon 
auxiliary fuel tank in the tail of his 
TZ750 can be clearly seen in this 
photograph, 





ahead. A stop of about 44 
sec, was too much to give 
away to Boote, who went on 
to win in 1hr 18 min 49sec. 

Wylie was the only other 
rider to finish on the same lap 
as Boote. He recorded thr 
19min 34.8 sec. Soeswanto 
completed 49 laps to finish 
third. 


Problems 


But Boote’s great win was 
tempered by concern at the 
fading performance of his 
Yamaha. Ten laps from the 
end of the race, the engine 
had started to go off-song. 
With Bathurst coming up, 
something had to be done. 

The engine was completely 
stripped down, however, 
nothing appeared to be 
amiss. Dale Wood, who flew 
out to Bathurst from New 
Zealand, couldn't guess what 
the problem was in the brief 
period available. Added to 
this, there were fuel problems 
in Australia because of the 
fuél crisis, the racing fuel 
avallable varled greatly in 
quality. 

In the practice on the 
Friday before the race, Boote 
had great difficulty getting 
the bike started. A long 
practice was out of the 
question, although the circuit, 
which rises some 400 ft, Is 
very difficult to learn. In a 
preliminary race, the Yamaha 
soon started mis-firing and 
finally ended up running on 
two cylinders. 

With 3hrs before the main 
face, the engine was pulled 
down again. Still nothing was 
obviously wrong. The fuel 
jets were changed and Boote 
went to the _ start-line 
expecting the worst. 

le was 20th Into the first 
corner and after one lap was 
up to eleventh. But the 
Yaniaha was still way down 
on power and every placing 
gained came only after a real 
battle. In spite of this, Boote 
bettered the lap recorded by 4 
sec. Unfortunately, It will 
never reach the record books. 
Willing and Hansford lowered 
the record by a fantastic 9 
sec! 


Long Struggle 


After 15 laps, Boote had 
struggled up to fifth, largely 
through some brilliant riding 
on the difficult hill section. 
He spotted American Pat 
Hennen (500 Suzuki) about 
200 yds ahead. “That’s my 
target”, he sald to himself. 
With one lap to go, he 
whistled past Hennen to 
«claim a well-deserved fourth 
placing. 

At the head of the field, 
Willing and Hansford swop- 





ped the lead 15 times before 
Willing took the chequered 
flag first, two-tenths of a 
second ahead of his. rival. 
Third place went to the 
Australian veteran Ron 
Toombs (Kawasaki H2R), 
55.44 sec behind. 

American-based — English- 
man Ron Grant (750 Yamaha) 
was never in the hunt, along’ 
with Kiwis Trevor Discombe 
and Keith Turner. Their 
TZ350s were no match for the 
bigger bikes. 

The first New Zealander to 
finish in the unlimited Grand 
Prix after Boote was Keith 
Turner (12350) in tenth place. 
Ginger Molloy, Kawasaki 750, 








retired on the elghth lap with 
a slipping clutch. 

Molloy fared better in other 
events. Riding a TZ 10 
Yamaha, he was fourth in the 
Australian Junior Grand Prix 
and on the same bike fourth 
in the senior Grand Prix. In 
the two legs of the unlimited 
formula race he was seventn. 

Trevor Discombe was also 
prominent. He was fifth in the 
Junior Grand Prix on his 350 
and sixth in the senior Grand 
Prix. 

The cause of  Boote's 
engine problems? The reed 
valves, -as Dale Wood so 
blunty put it afterwards, were 
“Poked”. 





Formula 750 competition. 
Next year the TZ350 
water-cooled Yamahas will 
become Ineligible for Formula 
750 events as well. They will 
be too small. The FIM, in its 
wisdom or otherwise, has 
decided to raise the lower 
limit for the class from 251 to 
450cc as from January 1, 
1975. 
The rejection of the larger 
T2750 is unlikely to have 
great effect on racing In New 
Zealand, although it. must 
bring about a further delay In 
introducing a national Form- 
ula 750 championship. The 
Marlboro series Is an open 
event for which the big 
Yamahas will be eligible. 

The FIM announcement has 
taken the glitter from what 
was a_ truly outstanding 
production racing machine. 
More than 200 have now been 
sold to riders around the 
world for a total of more than 
$1,000,000 and they are 
suddenly finding thelr prized 
possessions have been sub- 
stantially devalued. 

World-wide reaction has 
been strongly critical of the 
FIM for refusing to accept the 
machine, which promised to 
inject new life into the 
Formula 750 scene. In fact, 
the ban resulted in the 
cancellation of the first 
Formula 750 round at Imola. 
200 as an open 750cc race. 

It_ was won by Giacomo 
Agostini on -a’ T2750 
Yamaha. 

Five months ago, the TZ750 
was Issued with a certificate 
of homologation by the 
Japanese Motor-cycle Feder- 
ation as the agent of the FIM. 
But now the FIM's technical 
committee has ruled that the 
Japanese federatlon had no 
right to Issue a certificate for 
a machine such as the TZ750. 

Unfortunately, It Is per- 
fectly correct. Under the rules 
governing Formula 750 rac- 
ing, the big Yamaha should 
never have been accepted In 
.the first place. The existing 
rules for Formula 750 state 
that no machine can be 
approved unless the standard 












































The world controlling body of motor-cycle sport, the 
Federation Internationale Motorcycliste, produced a major 
shock at its spring meeting in ra 

banned the mighty water-cooled TZ750 Yamahas 





eneva when it offi 








model, of which at least 200 
must be manufactured, car- 
ries full electrical equipment 
vand complies in. every way 
with the Y 
motor-cycles of 1949. 


This includes regulations 
on silencing, lighting and 
number plates. The basic 


modern machine from which 
the racer Is derived must be 
street legal. 

The 1Z750. has _ never 
complied with these regul- 
ations. 


Spectator 
Killed 


A 10-year-old boy died in 
Waikato Hospital from injuries 


received when a motor-cycle 


careered off the track during the 
Hamilton Grand Prix last month. 


He was James Peter McHerron, 


of Weka Street, Frankton. 


His father, Peter Grahame Mc- 


Herron, aged 36, was discharged 
from hospital after treatment. 
According to eye witnesses, 
the motor-cycle of an Auckland 
rider, G. Nicholl, was’. blocked 


by a lapped rider, causing it to 
career out of control over hay 
It ran into the crowd - 


bales. 
at the Seddon Park-Norton Road 
roundabout © of 
street track. 


side the rope barriers, 


Jawa CZ sales 


cz 
throughout New 
Zealand is to be undertaken by 
Alpha Distributors Ltd, a divi- 
Holdings 


Distribution 
motorcycles 


of Jawa 


sion of the Paine 
Group, 
This world 


competitive motor cycle events, 


ifications and 
which will be released shortly, 





ally 
rom 


jeneva conventlon'on-» 


the Hamilton 
Race officials 
claimed that spectators had been 
standing as much as 15ft out- 


is | famous motor 
cycle is made in Czechoslovakia 
and is renowned in many varied 


__ The Jawa CZ range for 1974 
includes a number of model mod- 
specifications 
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Kiwi international John Booto (TZ750 Yamaha) losds follow New Zealander Dalo Wylle {TZ750 Yamaha) and Ind 
Boote set a new lap rocord on the opening circul 


2.1-mile Batu Tiga circuit, 


has borrowed Mike Sinclair's number 64, 


Cal Raybor 


Inquest 


“SERIOUS SHORTCOMINGS” AT PUKEKOHE 
INTERNATIONAL 


There had been “serious shortcomings” in the organi- 
sation of the Marlboro international meeting at Pukekohe 
during which America’s world motor-cycle land speed 
record-holder Cal Rayborn had been killed, the Auckland 
Coroner’s court was told by a Police constable who had 


been on duty at the track when the fatal accident occurred. 


Giving evidence at the inquest 
into the death of the talented 
33-year-old American, Constable 
T.L. Woods, an eye witness of 


ness ald that at least two 
laps had elapsed Betorenerace 


"was stopped and at least Smin 

and possibly 7min had passed 
before an ambulance could get 
‘on to the track, 

None of the solid obstacles 
at the side of the track had been 
protected. Had they been pro- 
tected by hay bales, Rayborn’s 
injuries might not have been so 
serious, He also said that if a 
doctor had been at the track 
something more could have been 
done for the injured Rayborn. 

Constable Woods, who had 
been stationed mid-way down 
the pit straight, saw Rayborn 
going past at an estimated speed 


LMVD 








DUCATI 


of more than 100mph, The rider 
had been about to negotiate a 
right-hand curve when there had 
been a small puff of smoke. The 
machine had careered towards 
the left hand side of the track. 
Rayborn’s body had flown 
through the air and had hit a 


wooden railing at the edge of 
the track. 

The Coroner (Mr A.D. Cope- 
land) found that Rayborn had 
died in an ambulance on the way 
to Middlemore Hospital on Dec- 
ember 29 as a result of multiple 
injuries received in a crash when 
the rear wheel of his Suzuki 500 
locked. He also found that the 
locked rear wheel had been 
caused by an engine seizure, 
brought about by failure to 
properly convert the engine from 
petrol to alcohol. 


Noto tho unfami 




















Cal Rayborn at Pukokoho this yoar. 


Mr Copeland expressed con- 
cern that no doctor had been 
Present at the meeting and 
criticised the considerable delay 
there had been in stopping the 
race and getting the ambulance 
On to the track after the accident. 
He directed that his findings and 
comments be referred to the 
controlling authority of the 
meeting for further investigation. 

In evidence, Dr A.B, Howes, 
of Pukekohe, said that three 
competitors had been killed at 
the track in the last three years. 
He had been called to the meeting 
on December 29 to attend to 
two motor-cyclists who - had 
collided in ‘another case“, He 
had found that another motor- 
cyclist had earlier been taken to 
hospital and had died in transit. 

There had not appeared to be 
a doctor in attendance at the 
meeting, he said. 

Dr Howes said that a fatally 


i" numbers of the two Kiwis. 


jonaslan Beng Soeswanto (TZ350 Yamaha} in tho praliminary race on Kuala Lumpur's 
Booto has had to put 0 "1" In front of his 


ured competitor had been 
brought to his house on a pre- 
vious occasion and he had after- 
wards written to the Auckland 
Motor-cycle Club saying that 
medical assistance should be 
available to competitors, He had 
then formed a loose association 
with officials of the club and 
for the most part attended 
meetings in an unofficial 
capacity. 

On December 29 he had not 
received notification that his help 
was required and had presumed 
that other arrangements had been 
made. 






Allan Desmond Franklin, the . 


workshop manager of Len Perry 
Motor-cycles, said that he had 
helped Rayborn’s mechanic to 
adjust the motor-cycle he was 
to race so that it would run on 
alcohol. rather than petrol. The 
mechanic, a man called Kaiser, 
had been Rayborn’s step-father. 

The machine, a borrowed one, 
had been tested and had seized. 
Further alterations had to be 
made. Mr Franklin said that 
personally he was not happy 
with the adjustments, but Mr 











sual 80 plate and Wylie 
Kaiser was, and he was in charge. 
He indicated that when an engine 
ran on an alcohol mixture which 
was too lean it tended to seize. 
There had not been time to 
test the machine properly before 
the race, said Mr Franklin. “I 
believe the motor seized, locked 
the back wheel and threw him". 
The steward of the course on 
the day, Kenneth George Allport, 
said that a doctor had been 
present during the morning but 
he did not know if he was 
present when the accident oc- 
curred. He said that probably 
one full circuit had been com- 
pleted before the race was 
stopped. There had been a 
telephone on every corner. 
Evidence was given that the 
race was still in progress as the 
injured Rayborn lay on the side 
of the track and bikes were going 
past within a few feet of him, 
endangering people who had gone 
to his assistance. 
A qualified mechanic, John 
Henry Jones, who examined the 
Suzuki after the crash, said that 
the left cylinder was scored, 
indicating temporary seizure. 










































Chin CupsUnsafe 














Motor cyclists’ protective hel- 
‘mets are safer without chin-cups 
rimary fastening strap, 
according ‘to| extensive )\tests 
carried out by the’British Stan- 


On the |p 


dards Institution’ (BSI). 
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that protective helmets had been 
dislodged from the. heads: of 
drivers with serious results. The 
suggestion has been made that. 
this\.was due ‘to the growing 
fashion’ for chin-cup fastenings 
instead ‘of fastening strap being 
worn firmly under the jaw. 
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Competing | in his last road race be- around tho Ruapuna circuit. Land- 
foro announcing his retirement, Jim _rebe regards Woodley as an exciting 
Landrebe, on his Yamaha 350, leads —_prospect in the 350cc class. 

John Woodley, on another Yamaha 
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|The new image of Jim Landrebs as —Elsinoro during a recent scramble 
he lifts the front whoal of his Honda meeting near Dunedin. 
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_ The retirement of Dune- 
din’s Jim- Landrebe from 
road racing after the final 
round of the Marlboro series 
at Ruapuna in January took 
many people associated with 
the sport by surprise.’ 

After a particularly successful 
season last_ year when he won 

* two New Zealand titles on his 
air-cooled Yamsel, it seemed 
Landrebe was destined for even 
greater things, on his more 
sophisticated Yamaha TZ350. 

However, as he admitted 
recently: “| had just had enough, 
and | wasn’t enjoying racing as 
| once had. 

“Many times this season | 
wasn't in the groove and for the 
first time | actually thought while 
| was racing: Am | enjoying it?” 

“This, combined with the 
increasing cost of parts and 
travel, the time involved in pre- 
paration and a good cash offer 
for the TZ, prompted: my de- 
cision to retire," he said. 

“In fact, | knew at the end 
of last season that this season 


would be my last. But for the 
fact that | had to trade the 
Yamsel, | may well have 


retired then", 

Many have asked why Land- 
rebe did not complete the full 
season. The major reason was 
that the TZ was actually sold at 
Ruapuna to another Dunedin 
rider, Dennis Ireland. ~ 

“| got a phone call from 
Dennis on-the Friday before 
Ruapuna ‘and he asked about 
another TZ that was for sale. 
| told him that mine would be 
available shortly and he said he'd 
let me know at Ruapuna, 


“Because he was so keen | 


decided to let him have it after 
the Ruapuna meeting. And if 
his first outing is any indication 
— a seventh and lying fifth be- 
fore retiring — he could give 
some of the North Island riders 
a fright this Christmas’, Land- 
rebe said. 

Although: Landrebe was of- 
fered a Yamaha 700 depending 

Neoiivyaaith.a well known 
South Island tuner to help with 
the doctoring, he turned jt down, 
and is definite in his retirament 
from road racing. 

“il still be watching the 
meetings at Christmas, though’’, 
he quickly added, 

Landrebe’s racing activities 
since his retirement have been 
confined to local scramble and 
speedway meetings where he has 
shown considerable skill on his- 
Honda Elsinore. In his first full 
scramble outing he gained two 
firsts and a second. 
because of his impending 
marriage and the need to have 
a roof over his head, the Elsinore 
is now for sale. 

But Landrebe will be back. 
“\'m just having a break for a 
while”. 

While reluctant to criticise 
the road racing set up in New 
Zealand “now that |'m out of it”, 
Landrebe made it known that he 

was far from happy with it. 

"There is a definite lack of 
co-operation among organisers 
— the meetings at Pukekohe and 
Ruapuna on the same weekend 
this season showed this, while 
the behind the scenes threats did 
nothing to improve the situation. 

“Prize monay, as always, is a 
touchy point, though the Marl- 
boro series is a step in the right 
direction, Unfortunately, Marl- 
boro will develop into a battle 
of the big bikes, especially with 
the arrival of the Yamaha 700, 
and a class for the smaller bikes 
— Yamaha 350s and Suzuki 500s 
— seems a sensible idea to give 
these riders a chance of winning 
some good money. But at the 
moment it would be a waste of 
time, the prize money is just not 
there. 

Onsafety, Landrebe expressed 


digust. ‘ 

“The use of road circuits such 
as Wanganui and Gracefield for 
international events |S not ac- 
ceptable. Crowd control is 


However, - 


lacking and as for the white road 
markings at Wanganui ... . - 
Another point Landrebe 
brought up was the number of 

« New Zealand — championship 
events being held on road cir- 
cuits “Look at them — apart 
from Wanganui and Gracefield, 
there's Napier; Hamilton and 


Porirua, Meetings are also run 
at Rotorua, Gisborne and 
Hawkesbury. 


“Sure, there's a lack of per- 
manent tracks in New Zealand, 
but it seems a pity that Tere- 
tonga and Timaru — two really 
good safe circuits — are going to 
waste’’, Landrebe said. 

“Timaru would be an ideal 
track for a Marlboro round and 
the population is there to sup- 
port such a meeting’. 

After five years in road racing 
Landrebe has noticed many 
changes. 


rc 


‘While there has been a de- 
finite improvement in riding 
ability, competition has become 
more cut-throat and the atmos- 
phere in the pits has really 
changed, especially where big 
money is at stake. !'ve noticed 
how several riders have changed, 
too", he said. 

Who does he see as future 
prospects? ' 

“Leaving aside the 750 class 
which is sorting itself out, | can’t 
honestly see any real star in the 


500 class. In the 350 group, 
John Woodley will be worth 
watching. 


“He has made a big impact 
this season and should continue 
to do wall. , Chris Woodmass is 
another to watch'’, 

Landrebe began racing five 
years ago as an 18-year-old on a 
BSA Gold Star, which he cam- 
paigned over the South Island 


circuits. 

He graduated to a Yamaha- 
Bultaco and raced it with some 
success. But soon afterwards he 
suffered a personal tragedy. 

His older brother, Neville, a 
New Zealand champion and cap- 
tain of the 1966 New Zealand 
team to the |sle of Man Tourist 
Trophy races, was killed while 
racing on the Pukekohe track. 

He eventually overcame this 
loss and with his late brother's 
wife, Diane, providing him with 
Neville’s two bikes, Jim began to 
make a name for himself. 

It was on his brother's 
machines — a Yamaha 250 and 
a Yamaha 350 — that he won the 
New Zealand light-weight junior 
and senior grand prix titles at 
Ruapuna in 1971. In doing so, 
Landrebe became only the second 
rider in tlis country’s history to 
accomplish the treble. The first 


was his brother,’ Neville, two 
years before, in 1969." 

The bikes were sold in 1972, 
and Landrebe left the country, 
competing in South-east Asia, 
before trying his hand at racing 
in Britain. Before he left Eng- 
land he bought the Yamsel and 
on his return to New Zealand 
he enhanced his reputation by 
winning two titles — the NZACU 
350cce and 500ce championships. 

And what of’ Landrebe's 
future? 

Though he -will be married 
this month, and his Elsinore is 
for sale, Landrebe is not fini- 
shed with racing yet, admitting 
that speedway has attracted his 
interest. So when he resumes 
competitive riding — whether on 
dirt or cinders — it will no doubt 
be with the same success that he 
gained in road racing. 
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Mini bike, 

mighty trophy 


This six-foot tall Yamaha Perpetual Trophy was won from 


a Honda by a Gemini Boss 80. Gemini? 


Yes Gemini. Built in Taiwan, now America’s mini-bike 
Champions in their first year of competition. All the performance 
and stamina to win on the track, plus the price and guaranteed 
parts availability to win when you rate them. 

‘Mighty 50 and 8occ minis, the 8occ Trail and on up 
through a grown-up 12§cc Trail. 
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Ride them. Rate them. At your Gemini dealer now. 
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The South Island lost once again. In the 19-year history 
of North versus South Moto Cross clashes only once has the 
South Island won and Sunday April 14 at a tough course near 
the Wairarapa town of Carterton was not that time. The 
southerns went down by 113 points — 326 to 213 — but 
they didn’t go home with their tails between their legs. 


What the North had in in- 
dividual skill and brilliance the 
South had in teamwork. Now- 
here was this more apparent 
than in the 250cc class in which 
Ross Horsburgh and Gary Good- 
fellow gave the 4000 spectators 
enough excitement to fast them a 
season. Between the two of them 
they won every 250cc heat — 
Horsburgh taking three and Good- 
fellow two — and kept North 
Island’s Morley Shirriffs from 
taking the chequered flag. 

In. the 500cc and 125cc:classes, 
too, the South Island tried but 
was no match for the North 
Islanders. P 

South Island selector/manager 
Bill Campbell, managing a grin 
after the position had reached the 
irretrievable stage,said “The 
boys did their best. We've no 
complaints whatsoever. It was 
very good competition here today: 
as hard'as ever’. 

The competition Mr Campbell 
was talking about hinged around 
the stars of the meeting, Peter 





Ploen, Moss Smith, Morley Shir- 
riffs, Alan Collison, Phil Turnbull, 
Don Baker and cousins Mark and 
Peter Boyle. 

It was these North Island riders 
who toppled the South and 
relegated it to the minor placings. 
In all three classes — 500cc, 250cc 
and 125cc — the North emerged 
victorious. The North won every 
heat of both the 125cc and 500cc 
classes. It didn't win one heat of 
the 250cc class but consistent 
riding still gave it 106 points to 75 
points over the South, 

The course, on the farm of 
Mr Vern Brasell, was described by 
everyone as tough and strenuous. 
There were no stretches where a 
rider could rest. It was character- 
ised by two steep drops and two 
water jumps, one of which caused 
a lot of troble. ® 

It was at the end of the start 
straight. The riders turned sharp 
left down a slope to jump a stream 
from an awkward take-off point. 
Many riders fell off here and a 
couple of nasty injuries resulted. 


Brian Donaldson, from Ash- 
burton, was the most seriously 
hurt, damaging two vertebrae and 
spending a couple of weeks in the 
local hospital. Mark Boyle also 
badly hurt his ribs when he fell on 
a bikes’ handlebars after crashing 
into cousin Peter Boyle who had 
fallen after the jump. Both these 
two injured riders had been going 
exceptionally well until the time 
of their crashes. 

Boyle had won a 125cc event 
aboard his Suzuki and Donaldson 
riding a 125cc Honda, had finished 
second in two heats and looked set 
to cause an upset in the North camp. 
In practice Laurie Love ona 
Suzuki RH250 had fallen heavily 
and obviously this affected his 
subsequent performances on race 

“day. Alister Sabiston came an 
unfortunate purler in front of the 
crowd, when the throttle on his 
Elsab Special jammed. Sabiston 
and bike rolled ungainly down one 
of the steep drops. Sabiston ended 
up hitting his head on a tree. Rod 

-Shirriffs further irritated an old 
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had a rear hub broken in practice. 

Of the three classes the 250cc 
heats were the most exciting. 
From start to finish of every heat 
there was a phenomenal tussle 
between South Island Honda riders 
Ross Horsburgh and Gary Good- 
fellow and North Island Honda 
riders Morley Shirriffs and Alan 
Collison with Yamaha rider Ross 
McLaren never far behind. 

The teamwork displayed by the 
two South Island riders was one 
of the highlights of the afternoon: 


Horsburgh‘s tussle with Shirriffs, 
particularly in the later heats, made 
each man pull out his very best. 
One finish, which will be remem- 
bered by both riders for a long 
time, had Shirriffs just pipping 
Horsburgh to the flag after the 
South Island rider had led the 
North Island rider all the way only 
to miss a gear on the last corner 
before the short finish straight. 


Horsburgh’s excellent rides 
which'gave him three firsts and a 
third were however no match for 


wrist injury and watched the meeting the consistency of Shirriffs who 
from the sidelines after the first race. with five seconds gained 35 points 


His replacement, Grant Macrae, rode 
exceptionally well to take a first 


only five points behind top scorer 
Peter Ploen. 


place in one of the 125cc heats, aboard Normally it was the South 


Shirriffs’ 125cc Honda. Macrae’s 


own machine, a 125cc Suzuki 





Island in their yellow. jerseys who 
led the 250cc heats. Only 
occasionally could the red 
jerseyed North Islanders edge to 
the front, and then it was for 
only a short time. 

This could not be said of the 
other classes where red jerseys held 
up to third place from start to 
finish in two heats and at one time, 
in a 125cc heat, held the first 
six places, 

The 125cc class was dominated 
by the North although South 
Island riders Brian Donaldson and 
John Hanning managed to break 
the North Island's grip over the first 
three places in four heats. 

For the North Island, Phil 
Turnbull was supreme winning three 
heats and taking a third in another, 
Turnbull also gained the dubious 
distinction of clocking the slowest 
and fastest race time. In the first 
race of the day he clocked 8min 
15secs and then in the fourth 


The tussle of the di 
burgh (SI) (15) flies ind a corner 


holding out Morley Shirriffs (NI) (16) 
in a 250cc heat. 








125cc race he managed 7min 10 
10sec, 

The other heats 125cc, 250cc 
and 500cc clocked between 7min 
40secs and 7min 45secs. When 

he was in the lead he didn't look 
like being caught let alone over- 
taken. Most times he was followed 
home by Don Baker, who had a 
great day, or Peter Boyle with 


Macrae. and Marl. Q—y te Hever Ti 
away, The difference in the two ; 


teams’ final points was most 
“marked in this class with the 
North scoring 114 points to the 
Souths 64 points, 

In the big 500cc class there was 
no one who could get near New 
Zealand champion Peter Ploen. 

If they tried, Moss Smith was 
there to hold them back, 

And if Smith wasn't there Colin 
Schultz and Lou Peeti held out 
the South's challenge. The only 
South Island rider to push aside 
the Northerners and gain third 
place four times was Christchurch’s 
Robin Happer on his CZ. 

Ploen was simply too good for 
the rest of the field. Riding with 
an injured knee and at times 
looking to have plenty in reserve 
he gave ample notice that he 
meant to hang on tightly to his 
championship status. The only 
time he was with the pack was at 
the start. The rest of the'time 
everyone was behind him. 

Another rider to distinguish 
himself in the 500cc class was 
North Islander Dave Strange who 
was called into the team on the 
day before the meeting as a reserve. 
Strange, however, found himself 
competing every 500cc heat on 
his 360 Yamaha, first taking Lou 
Peeti’s place then John Bullock's 
place when Bullock's rear 
sprocket allen keys persisted in 
workiny loose, ‘ 

The big class also provided 
some excellent rides for South 
Islanders Gordon Holland (CZ), 
Garry Norris (Yamaha), Brian 
Langbien (Maico) and John Penny 
(Maico), These four were involved 
in continual tussles with the North 
for the minor placings. But minor 
placings don't win championships 
and the cold hard facts were that 
the North took first and second 
place in each 500cc heat as well 
as a couple of placings further 
down the order, 

Even when they didn’t win the 
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heats, as in the 250cc class, the 
North had much more back up 


strength than the South. It always 


had at least four men in the 
‘higher placings and this was the 
difference that took it to yet 
another win. 





RESULTS: 

125¢ce: 

Heat 1: P. Turmbull Suzuki (NI); B. Donaldson Honda (SI); R. Shirriffs 
Honda (NI); M. Boyle Suzuki (NI); P. Boyle Suzuki (NI); A. Sintes Suzuki 
(SI); G. Sword Suzuki (SI); J. Hanning Honda (SI). 

Heat 2: P. Turnbull; B. Donaldson; D. Baker Suzuki (NI); P. Boyle; 

G. Macrae Honda (NI); A. Sintes; B. Ainsworth Suzuki (SI); J. Hanning. 
Heat 3 : M. Boyle; D. Baker; J. Hanning ; K. Miles Yamaha (SI); M. Mar- 
shall Honda (NI); P. Turnbull; G. Swot . Udy Suzuki {S1). 

Heat 4: P. Turnbull; P. Boyle; J. Hanning; G. Macrae; A. Sintes; K. Miles; 
G. Sword; M. Marshall. 

Heat 5 : G. Macrae; D. Baker; P. Turnbull; G. Sword; M. Marshall; J. 

Hani 


250ce: 
Heat 1 :R. Horsburgh Honda (SI):M, Shirriffs Honda (NI); A. Collison 
Honda (NI); P, Doecke Honda (SI); R. McLaren Yamaha (NI); G. 
Goodfellow Honda (SI); C. Browne Yamaha (NI); L. Love Suzuki (NI). 
Heat 2: R. Horsburgh; M. Shirriffs; A. Collison; R. McLaren; G. Good- 
fellow; L. Lovo; C. Browne; P. Doecke. 
Heat 3: R. Horsburgh; M. Shirriffs; A. Collison; C. Browno; R. McLaren; 
G. Goodfellow; A. Major Yamaha (NI); P. Doecke. 
Heat 4: G, Goodfellow; M. Shirriffs; R. Horsburgh; P. Doecko; L. Love; 
C, Browne; A. Collison; W. Lambess. 
Heat 5 : G. Goodfellow; M. Shirriffs; R. McLaren; R. Horsburgh; W. Lambess 
A. Major; L. Love; P. Doecke. 
500cc: 
Host 1: P. Ploon 400 Suzuki (NI); M. Smith 360 Yamaha (NI); R. Happer 
CZ (SI); G. Holland CZ (S1); J. Bullock 400 Suzuki special (NI); A. 
Sabiston Elsab special (SI}; G. Norris Yamaha (SI); D, Strange 360 Yamaha 
(NI). 
Hest 2 : P. Ploen; M. Smith; L. Peoti 400 Husqvarna (NI); G. Holland; 
G. Norris; R. Happer; R. Davey 500 Yamaha (NI 
Heat 3 : P. Ploon; M. Smith; R. Happor; G. Holland; G, Shultz 500 Yamaha 
(NI); B. Langbion Maico (SI); J. Penny; D, Strange. 

4: P. Ploon; G. Schultz; R. Happer; R. Davey; B. Langblon; G. Holland; 
L. Peoti; D. Strango. 3 
Hoat 5 : P. Ploen; L. Posti; R. Happer; C. Schultz; J, Penny; G. Holland; 
G. Norris; B, Langbien. 
Class points tally 125ce — North 114 South 64; 250cc — North 106 
South 75; 500cc — North 106 South 74, 
Total overall points: North 326, South 213. 
Top points scorers: P. Ploon 40, M. Shirriffs 35, R. Horsburgh 30, 
P, Turnbull 30, 








Left: Ross Horsburgh (SI) showing 
the determination that took him to 
three firsts in the 250cc heats. 

Below left: Phil Turnbull (NI), who 
won threo 125cc heats seen hero 
taking a fast water jump. Brian 
Donaldson (SI) is behind followed by 
Don Baker (NI). 

Below right: Naver ance headed was 
Peter Ploon (NI) in the 500cc class. 


Right: Andy Sintes (S1) fell heavily 
in practice and never really sh 

his true form on race day. 

Bottom left: Gary Goodfellow (SI), 
togother with Horsburgh and Shir- 
riffs, gave tho crowd their moneys 
worth with some exciting racing. 
Goodfellow sean hero on the start 
straight, had two wins in the 250cc 
heats. 


Hore ho shows his style around a 
tight corner. 

Three photos below: Loft: Mike Mar- 
shall (NI) leads Peter Boyle (NI)down 
‘ono of tho two steep descents of the 
course. 

Centro: Grant Macrae (NI) riding Rod 
Shirriffs Honda came in the side late 
and won a raco. 
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cries single cylinder, 4-stroke — Output: 16.2 HP at 7400 rpm. 
Compression ratio: 9.5 to 1 — Gearbox: 5 speeds — Fuel consump- 
tion: 3.8 1. x 100 kms (78 mpg) — Maximum speed: 125 kmh (78mph} 
— Woight: 108 kgs (238 Ibs). 
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HELMETS 


NOW AVAILABLE FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN NEW ZEALAND 


The Ultimate Helmet 
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Outright winner Grog Power (250 Ossa), Hamilton, displays his consistent 
forceful style as he bodyleans his way through a rock section. 


Fourth placo-getter, Chas Swanson, 
Hamilton, forces his 250 Ossa up the 
steep greasy exit to section 10 on the 
second day. 


Shock Win To 
Power In First 
N.Z. Trial ~----»-- 


Aggressive riding by Hamil- 
ton‘s Ossa-mounted 19-year-old, 
Greg Power, carried him to a 
shock win over a class field of 
61 riders in the first round of 
the New Zealand trials cham- 
pionship series. 

Previously unknown on the 
national scene and riding on his 
home territory in Hamilton, 
Power gave his more experienced 
rivals an unexpected lesson in 
the feet-up game, losing 102 
points over the two days of 
competition and defeating highly 
rated Christchurch rider Bruce 
Mitchell (250 Yamaha) by 24 
points. 

But to those close to him, the 
win did not come with quite 
such shattering impact as it did 
for most others, 

Power has been steadily work- 
ing his way up through the 
grades in Hamilton and Waikato 
area events, improving with every 
ride to take consistent top 
placings in the more recent club 
trials, He has every intention 
of competing in the rest of the 
series and must now be con- 
sidered among the chief 
contenders for the New Zealand 
series this year, especially with 
current holder Chris Harris being 
overseas and unable to defend 
his title. However, this in no 
way belittles his ride. Good 
natured, gum chewing Greg was 
competing against such names 
as Denny Turnbull, Kerry Miles, 
Bruce Mitchell, Paul Symons, 
Chas Swanson, Peter Martin and 
a host of other highly ranked 
trials riders, And he purely and 
simply outrode them! Such is 
the “power” of a very fit body, 
a friendly smile and a packet of 
Arrowmint!!! 

Saturday's portion of the 
trial (both days were held on 
Properties in the foothills of 
Mount Pirongia) was conducted 
over eight laps of a 10-section 
circuit with a generous 5 hour 
time limit. Eight out of 10 of 
those were tree root sections of 
all. imaginable types. Many of 


the visiting riders were uneasy 
on the tree roots, which like 
the wet rocks they were to 
encounter on Sunday, could be 
very sudden and violent in the 
way they would throw a bike 
around. The two remaining 
sections were soft, loose hills 
with cunningly placed turns, 
The second of these, section 
number 10, was_ fantastically 
steep and offered no room for 
error so quickly became a favour- 
ite spot for spectators as riders 
frequently,tossed it all away in 
great style. - 

First day results proved, how- 
ever, that it was not too tough 
with leader Greg Power losing a 
mere 17 points. Second over- 
night was Chas Swanson with 22 
points, Paul Symons (Hastings) 
held third place with 29 points. 

The second day's competition 
really threw the cat among the 
Pigeons. Rocks, rocks, and more 
rocks and Greg Power had earlier 
stated that he did not really like 
riding on rocks!! Sunday's trial, 
10 laps of 10 sections was a 
credit to the organisers and con- 
tained several sections regarded 
as ‘difficult’ by Mick Andrews 
during his visit in December, 
Six months ago, prior to his 
visit, they probably would not 
even have been considered 
rideable. 

A conglomeration of rocks, 
fallen trees, mud, tree roots and 
steep banks presented a real chal- 
lenge to every rider. Section 
number two, which dropped 
into a river bed, required an "'S" 
turn on the wet but not too large 
rocks and a real blast to the 
exit up a steep tree rooted bank, 
claimed a great deal of points 
and was not cleaned for some 
time, until Mike Harris, having 
his best ride for months, broke 
the spell. Section number five, 
which was entered via a very 
steep drop over a rock slab, and 
then meandered over large rocks 
around a corner of the stream, 
was very rarely cleaned all day 
and had most riders continually 


searching for new lines. 

Sunday's points tally was 
starting to look like a cricket 
score. Positions changed. Second 
place holder Chas Swanson drop- 
ped to fifth. Peter Grinter 
crept up from eleventh to 
seventh. Mike Harris rocketed 
from seventeenth to sixth. Hugh 
Anderson fell from eighth to 
thirteenth. And so it went on. 
Last year’s overall runner up to_ 
Chris Harris, StusMerstraivy JUST 
could not get it together. Lack 
of familiarity with his new 
Yamaha, plus a steady.improve- 
ment in riders and machinery, 
left a frustrated Stu right off 
the leaderboard in this event. 

Through it all, Greg Power 
held convincingly to his first 
placing, proving that even if he 
didn't like rocks, he could still 
ride them better than anyone 
else present. His score for the 
second day — 85 points lost, an 
indication of the severity of the 
trial. 

It is worth noting that al- 
though severe, the sections were 
not dangerous, as indicated by 
the very low figure of only five 
retirements throughout the two 
days. 


Power (250 Ossa) Hamilton 17 
ts lost; Chas Swanson (250 Ossa) 
Hamilton 22; Paul Symons (325 Bul- 
taco) Hastings 29; Bruce Mitchall (250 
Yamaha) Christchurch 31; Kerry 
Miles (250 Yamaha) Christchurch 39; 
Denny Turnbull (325 Bultaco) Pal- 
merston North 42; Peter Martin (250 
Hugh Anderson 
‘on 43; Stu Mar- 
) Auckland 56; 
Brian Smith (250 Yamaha) Auckland 








Second Day, 
Power 85; Mitchell 95; Symons 102; 
Turnbull 105; Swanson 113; Mike 
Harris (250 Ossa) Wellington 113; 
Peter Grinter (250 Yamaha) Hamilton 
125; Miles 126; Martin 130; Cedric 
Stone (250 Yamaha) Hikutaia 147, 
Overall Placings. 

Power 102, 1; Mitchell 126, 2; 
Symons 131, 3; Swanson 135, 4; 
Turnbull 147, 5; Miles 165, 6; Martin 
172, 7; Grinter 187, 8; Harris 188, 9; 
Hugh = Anderson (250 Yamaha) 
Hamitton 202, 10. 
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Ch Rider 


id Dew 
was out-braking the Christchurch © North hung on to take second 
rider's drum-equipped racer, place ahead of Christchurch 
With 10 laps to go, the margin rider Russell Gillard (250 
was down to Ssec and Avant Greeves). 


was getting regular ‘‘go faster 
signals from his pit crew. He McCleary unlucky 

responded magnificently because In some respects, the ultra 

it took Woodley another six laps light-weight (up to 125cc) grand 

to reduce the margin to 4sec, prix was one of the most interest- 

By then, there could only be ing events. Former national 

one outcome. At the end, Avant — 250cc road champion Kevin Mc- 

was still 3.3sec ahead. Woodley Cleary was the favourite on the 

finished second and Boote, a new TA Yamaha he had flown 

younger brother of John, came out from Japan and in practice 

home comfortably in third place. he was considerably faster than 

All three were inside the old race anybody else. 

record. But the bike refused to fire 

“| knew John (Woodley) — up on the grid and he was among 

would be catching me on braking the last away. Newcomer Alis- 

but | wasn’t worried as long as tair Mitchell, riding another TA 

| could stay clear. | was running 125, soon had the lead and Mc- 

out of brakes and having to Cleary set about the task of 


brake early. | had to start reducing a quarter-mile lead — 
braking at 200yds for the hair- jn just six laps. It seemed a 
pin; John was leaving it until — mission impossible but McCleary, 
160yds”, Avant said. who had not ridden in a major 


In the junior event, Avant meeting for a year, showed he 
also led all the way. He wheelied had not lost the touch which had 
the Yamaha into the lead off brought him five New Zealand 
the grid and was never chal- light-weight grand prix titles in 
previous years, 

He was through the field to 
sixth in one lap, third after two 
and on the fourth lap he moved 
past Steve Dundon (Suzuki) into 
second place. It still looked 
hopeless but on the last two 
laps, McCleary hauled in Mitchell 
as if he was going backwards, 

At the finish, Mitchell got 
there first by inches. The time- 
keepers put the margin at three- 
tenths of a second, It could 
have been even less. 

-“One more lap and | would 
have got him’, a disappointed 
McCleary said. 

However, he had the satis- 
faction of setting a new lap 
record for the class of 56sec — 
a full 2sec slower than he 
achieved in practice. 


Great battle 

So great was the entry for the 
half-hour production race that 
two qualifying heats had to be 
| lenged. Marty Cropp closed to held to reduce the field to man- 
within 68sec of him in the  ageable proportions. The first 
middle stages before settling for heat was won by Christchurch’s 
a safe second place and taking Owen Galbraith (750 Kawasaki) 
the chequered flag more than and the second by former 
15sec behind the winner. scrambles champion Allan Col- 
The unlucky rider in thisrace ison of Tauranga, on an identical 
was Invercargill’s Dennis Ireland. machine. It was clear that the 
Riding the TZ350 formerly big race was going to be a battle 

owned by Jim Landrebe, he was between these two. 





preparing to make a bid for third From the start, they were 
place when he crashed on the circulating as if joined together 
last lap through the esses. He — first one in front and then 
was taken to hospital with a the other. Galbraith led into the 
broken shoulder. penultimate lap, left his braking 


The light-weight grand prix for the hairpin a little late and 
lacked its usual depth and the got into a spectacular speed 
large numbers of moto-cross wobble. Collison shot through 
machines and trail bikes which on the inside but Galbraith re- 
‘lined up did nothing to enhance covered and was practically up 
its status. Rodney North (Auck- his exhaust pipe as they hurtled 
land) shocked everybody by round the final circuit, 

















f irst fi Into Rothmans corner the Top — Tauranga’s Allan Callison in Contra’ — “Heaven help me”. Above — Ultra lightweight 
ape SE eee went, Collison onthe inside ard spectacular action on his way to a Christchurch production racer Gor- prix winner, newcomer ‘Alistair’ Mit, 
laps on a ‘amaha m C n hard-fought victory in the half-hour don Stewart appears to be praying —chell (TA Yamaha, Wellington), leads 
cross mount. de Lacy caught Galbraith trying to get past on production race. for divine intervention as ha loses fallow Wellingtonian Steve Dundes 
him soon afterwards and went the outside. From the official contact with his RD3SQ Yamaha. (Suzuki), in the early stages of the 





on to win comfortably. But Cont. omp23 He was not hurt. race. 
A - r 
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World M.X. Crown Not 


Main Aim 


HUSQVARNA LOOKS TO AMERICA 


The Swedish Husqvarna 
factory had made a number 
of changes to the works 
bikes it is racing in this 
year’s 250 and 500 world 
moto-cross championships. 
They promise to be very 
competitive. However, win- 
ning world championships 
is not the main aim of the 
company. 

The world championship 
series are regarded as little more 
than proving grounds for the 
factory’s machines. ts chief 
interest these days is selling pro- 
duction moto-cross bikes to the 
Americans. 

"Unlike, principally, the 
Japanese manufacturers of moto- 
cross motor-cycles, we produce 
only racing machines, mainly for 
the American market’’, the chief 
construction engineer for Husq- 
varna, Ruben Helmin, explains. 


“From a publicity point of 
view, in the USA the desert races 
— the Mint 400, Barstow-Las 
Vegas, Baja 1000 and Baja 500 
— are far more important than 
the world championship”. 

Husqvarna competed in world 
championships to test and find 
out if construction details could 
be applied to standard machines, 
he said. The stresses placed on a 
machine during a world cham- 
pionship could never be simulated 
in a bench test. 

Mr Helmin does not, however, 
completely discount the pos- 
sibility of Husqvarna going all 
out for world championships in 
the future. “The situation may 
change quickly, as soon as we 
think we have a potential world 
championship among our Ameri- 


can riders. Then the publicity 
value would justify a big 
investment’’. 


Although winning such titles 





‘Sweden's answor to tho Japanose — 
the 1974 Husqvarna works bike. Note 
the altered rear suspension. 


"As long as few American riders 
participate in the European world 
championship series, it does not 
have the same importance to 
Americans as, for instance, the 
TransAMA and = Inter-AMA 
series. 


is not yet the primary aim, no 
rival: factory rider will take the 
Husqvarnas or their factory 
riders lightly. Heikki Mikkola, 
the top man in the team, is not 
a man to be trifled with, even 
at world championship level. 


A close-up of the new radial finning 
‘on the engines of the new works 
Husqvarnas. 







































YAMAHA 
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3-7 EVEREST AVE. NAENAE. 






PH: 671176 


Suspension 
The most interesting develop- 
ment in the 1974 grand prix 
machines is in the springing, 
which has lately been a matter 
of interest with all motor-cycle 
manufacturers. Husqvarna has 
chosen to prolong the swing and 
place the shock absorber strongly 
aslant. This improves the spring- 
ing capacity and makes the back 
wheel constantly follow ruts. 
This was obtained through 
changing to a new shock absorber 
with the right characteristics. 

The saddle has been placed 
slightly forward which gives a 
very good appearance and the 
solid exhaust system 'fills the 
demands of every federation as 
‘well as the FIM. 

The fan-shaped top of the 
engine is a detail separating this 
year's model from earlier years. 
Tests have shown that the tem- 
perature is hereby reduced by 
30 deg C compared to a con- 
ventional top. But, as the higher 
temperature is quite acceptable, 
the compression — and conse- 
quently also the temperature — 
can’ be increased to the higher 
level. The power curve is there- 
by improved. 

The characteristic reed valve 
case is placed on the cylinder. 
It is a Husqvarna developed 
version .of the reed valves and 
reminds one of the mechanism 
of a mouth organ, Thin plastic 
tongues open up in the inlet 
moment. However, when the 
Piston enters the compression 


FOR SALE: 


6 Spoke all cast alloy wheels — gives improved handling and 
reduces unsprung weight. (Front — 9lbs, Rear — 9.5!bs) 
Fairings and Bellypans to fit all makes of road racers 


FOR SALE: 


Suzuki TR500 Road Racers complete 


WORK: 


Road and Race two-stroke Porting. 


Crankshaft rebuilding. 


Expansion chambers for most makes 


JON 


——_ 
ALLNATT NEW ZEALAND 


FLAT 1, 15A EARLSWORTH RD, MANGERE EAST 
TELEPHONE: AUCKLAND 597282 





moment the valves are closed 
through the crank case compres- 
sion which increases. 

Reeds are already standard on 
the Husqvarna 250cc CR. 


Six speeds 

An interesting test object on 
this year’s GP machines is the 
new gearbox. The visible change 
is the front sprocket sitting ona 
splined shaft and being easily 
exchanged. © By changing the 
front sprocket the gearing can be 
adjusted to any course. 

Quick course — change to 
bigger sprocket and use gears 
1-5. The machines become quick 
with sparse gear steps. Heavy, 
hilly course — change to smaller 
sprocket and use gears 2-6. The 
Power comes from the bottom 
and the top speed is somewhat 
reduced. 


New frame 

A great improvement in this 
year's GP machines is the frame. 
A slender construction with well 
recognisable Husqvarna features, 
it is manufactured of Swedish 
chrome molybden steel, Test 
rides at Husqvarna test course 
have proved that the new frame, 
through its flexibility has a posi- 
tive influence on the riding. 

An adjustment to the new 
small crankcase has been made. 
This is standard on 250cc CR 
and is now being tested in the 
500ce class, after many modifi- 
cations and improvements. 

The front fork is Husqvarna’s 





own telescope fork and can quite 
well compete with the best forks 
on the market. 

Another improvement is the 
changed chain guide elastically 
attached to the swing arm. After 
a knock it returns to its original 
position. 

The wheel rims have got a 
new profile, preventing clay- 
sticking. 

The brake pedal has got a 
“knock-reflecting’” shape prevent- 
ing it from breaking out per- 
pendicularly to the frame. 

Husqvarnas have won nine 
individual world championships 
and one European championship 
—a record. Within the company 
there is no-one who would be 
surprised if the world champion- 
ship tally is extended this year — 
although this is not the aim. 


Quality Motorcycle Tube 
Accassories 


MANUFACTURING LTD. 


DISTRIBUTED TO 
THE TRADE BY: — 


MOTOR: IMPORTS = H.S. WHITE 
LAURIE SUMMERS W. WHITE 
PERCY COLEMAN & COMPANY 


* CRASH BARS 

* CARRIERS 

* HANDLE BARS 
Farm Bikes, 


Lever Protectors, 
Tow Bars, Carriers 


FIBRE GLASS 
RACING COMPONENTS 


WRITE 

MANX 
MANUFACTURING 
LTD., 


P.O. BOX 21-432, 


HENDERSON, 
AUCKLAND 8, 


Screens o- Fairings 


Seats o = Mudguards 
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THE MICK ANDREWS REPLICA 


WINNER OF ALL MAJOR CHAMPIONSHIP 
TRIALS IN N.Z. OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS 


Superb Trials Machines 
Enquiries to: ‘ 


MIKE HARRIS 
EQUIPMENT 


8 Buller Grove, Nasnae, Lower Hutt. Phone: Wellington 675108 


If yourre ready fora 


unique experi 
Climb aboaradl 


With the introduction of the 
750, Ducati has developed an 
unequalled blend of perfor- 
mance, handling and durability 
in a truly vibration-free ride that 
must be felt to be believed. 

The 750. incorporated a 
90-degree, longitudinal V-twin 


engine with a total cross-section 

no larger than most single- 

SS cylinder models, allowing a per- 
fect alternating weight balance 

Snore DUCA) sta mexinam conta tor onge 
engine life; an open, double- 

MODEL 750 Cradle steel frame with the en: 

GT 


MODEL 750 SPORTS 


JIM SHAW MOTORS LTD, L.M.V.D.,Cameron R. 
JOHN HEMPLEMAN MOTORCYCLES, L.M.V.D 


ence... 


gine crankcase acting as the bot- 
tom frame member; constant- 
mesh, 5-speed gearbox; twin 
carbs; hydraulic front disc brake; 
direction signals; new modern 
instrument panel; specially de- 
signed and race tested front fork 
and suspension for pinpoint 
handling. 

The latest shipment has just ar- 
rived at your Dealer. You owe it to 
yourself to test ride the 750 today, 
you will never want to sit astride 
the competition again! 


oad, Whangerei. 
., Queen St, Onehunga. 


AUCKLAND MOTORCYCLES LTD, L.M.V.D., Ponsonby Rd, Auckland. 





CHRIS HARRIS TALKS TRIALS — FROM THE UK 


British round of European Championship, Mid-Wales, 


March 16. - ; 
This was a fantastic trial with the cream of the world’s top trials 


i ent. : 
Hadas did not ride well at all — a really off-day — but this 
did not diminish my thorough enjoyment as the observed sections 

f superb standard. 
We san ilustration there is a choice section at Oude Ranch, 
Moonshine, Wellington. It is ina gully, has a log to jump over as 
the first obstacle, then a succession of rocks to battle over up an 
uphill gradient — a severe test by NZ standards. 

Imagine the sare section twice as steep with very large rocks, 
water cascading over them and every so often a gnarled tree root 
reaching down into the water to jerk bike and rider toa 
convulsive stop. 4 

| rode a succession of these completely natural sections solidly 
from 11am to 5 pm. Hard, but marvellously enjoyable anda 
chance of a lifetime which | personally will never forget. : 

‘These observed sections are, of course, those which we see so 
often pictured in the English motor cycle magazines — and maybe 
view with disbelieving eyes! J 

Really we have got the same sort of ground in NZ but haven't 
got into it yet. 

As | said, | rode poorly and realised that | had a lot to learn 
about throttle control in such situations. 

Result 57th Place, 113 points lost. 


National Kickham Trial, Wessex, March 17. 

Least said about this trial the better. A national trial, too. 

The observed sections were diabolical — slippery as one thing — 
uphill gradients completely unbelievable, with rocks in them. 

The average rider would just never get up them. 

| tried my hardest to make amends for my poor showing at the 
previous day's European Championship round. 

| rode in the same group as Dave Thorpe and Malcolm Rathmell 
to try and pick up a few tips. 

As usual in studying the observed sections to will myselfiovers 
them, | finished the trial some 16 minutes late and lost a corres- 
ponding number of extra points! 

My Ossa bore testimony to trying too hard too. |n one section 
we both fell'from a great height onto a receptive rock. 

The resu|t — the whole side of the alloy tank was squashed flat 
and the rear suspension locked solid from the sixth section onwards. 
(Note: Fibreglass tanks are banned in UK). 

Result 34th Place — 132 points lost. 

British solo trials championship, first round, Wye 
Valley, March 23, 

A good trial this — good sections too and for once | felt that 
| was starting to ride well. 

There were huge rock slabs to surmount — slimey and sharp- 
edged and in some cases these were hard enough to defeat the 
entire entry of talented riders, 

It was also the first time I'd ridden in such low cloud that 
visibility in several sections was down to a few yards! 

| thought I’d done reasonably well but when the results 
were published later in the week | was astonished. 

A brief moment of glory. 

I'd come 14th, won a second class award, got my picture in 
the magazine, with a loss of 50 points. 

| was ahead of Ritchie Sunter on the works Kawasaki, Peter 
Gaunt on one of the few Yamahas in UK, Gordon Farley (a 
previous British Champion) on the works Suzuki besides 
Lawrence Telling and Brian Higgins both Bultaco mounted, 

| noted also, with some satisfaction, that Mick Andrews was 
only fourteen points ahead of me. 

Suddenly | felt that everything was worthwhile, 


National Vic Brittain Trophy Trial, Kidderminster — 
April 7. 

Another national trial and eager to be off. Up at 4am and 
at the venue of the trial some 130 miles away by 8 am. 

But, phew! this was also a trial to be forgotten as quickly as 
possible, 

j Stupid impossible sections that would have brought out 
immediate mutiny from riders in NZ. 

My Ossa took a dreadful beating. 

The flattened petrol tank was already drawing attention 
fram the gallery of spectators, 

The rear wheel bearings seized when the rear wheel axle 
bent into a banana shape after an horrendous crash. | had to 
leave the axle nuts loose so that the wheel could continue to 
turn. The slack rear chain immediately hopped off the 


sprockets during a suicidal full throttle blast up a hill and 
promenly, split the alloy chain case in two, 

ly precious Ossa engine also blew its cylinder head gasket 
as | attempted about 15,000 revs in first gear at an Beane 

Altogether not my day! But | finished the trial! 

It was small consolation to see Malcolm Rathmell’s 
Bultaco finish the trial with its engine having seized, both 
fear suspension units bent and the chain off the sprockets 

Such stuff are English trials made off : 

f Oh well, back to the drawing board ready for the Scottish 
Six Days in May, in which I'm rider number 61. 


HENRY BROS MOTORCYCLES, L.M.V.D., Victoria St, Cambridge. 
PINK & COLLISON LTD, L.M.V.D., Cameron Road, Tauranga. 

JOHN BURN MOTORCYCLES LTD, L.M.V.D., Hastings St, Napier. 
FORTHWRIGHT MOTORS LTD, L.M.V.D., Ingestre St, Wanganui. 
PINK & COLLISON LTD, L.M.V.D., Cuba St, Palmerston North, 
ROTORUA MOTORCYCLES, L.M.V.D., Rotorua. 

KEVIN BOCK MOTORCYCLES, L.M.V.D., Upper Hutt. 

CALLENDER MOTORCYCLES, L.M.V.D., St.Aubyn St, New Plymouth, 





SUZUKI GT250 


ROADSTER ° 


The Suzuki GT250 is 
without doubt the finest 
two-stroke roadster in the 
lightweight class produced 
by the giant Hamamatsu 
company since it gave up 
manufacturing looms. With 
a hydraulic disc brake at 
the front, ram air cooling 
and the splendid six-speed 
gearbox which has been the 
hallmark of Suzuki road- 
sters for nearly a decade, 
the latest model is as mod- 


ern as today. 
“But something strange has 


happened. The old horsepower 
speed race seems to have sud- 
denly gone into reverse. And 
weight no longer seems to be 
regarded as the enemy of light- 
weight machines it once was. 
Weight, it appears, can — when 
properly balanced — actually im- 
prove riding characterstics. 

The GT250, which is powered 
by an engine of 247cc (or 15.1 
cubic inches if you prefer), is 
longer, higher, heavier and — if 















the claims of thé Japanese fac- 
tory can be reliably accepted — 
slower than its predecessors. This 
all sounds a trifle depressing and, 
certainly, statistical nuts will not 
be impressed. However, those 
who rely on statistics to give 
them a picture of a bike's 
qualities would be wise to keep 
their opinions to themselves. 

Statistics can often be very 
misleading. In the case of the 
GT250, this is very much the 
case. 

Having owned a succession of 
Suzuki 250s over the years, our 
Jester was the ideal man to make 
comparisons between present and 
Previous models. His conclu- 
sion: the latest is also the 
greatest, with some small res- 
ervations, of course. He prefers 
the rather raw power and nar- 
rower power band of the T250R 
but few riders seeking a light- 
weight tourer would agree with 


this. 
The GT250, borrowed from 


Tommy's Suzuki Centre Ltd in 
Christchurch, was given a thor- 
ough testing over a wide range of 
territory. Although now more 
suited to touring than ever before 
it has retained much of the 
sporting performance which 
helped establish it as a leader 
in its class more than 10 years 
ago. 
A quick sprint over the Port 
. Hills to Lyttelton and back left 
no doubt about the sure foot- 
edness of the bike, It was 
effortless riding through the 
swervery and anti-camber was 
handled well. But the real point 
of the hill work was to test the 
new hydraulic disc brake. Many 
riders still claim that the double 
acting leading shoe unit is just 
as effective as a disc and more 
desirable for street work because 








‘The power unit of the GT250. Noto 
the distinctive wodge shape of the 
ram alr cooling system. 

it is less .complicated. Our 
tester was one of these — until 
he tried to demolish the Suzuki 
stopper. 

The disc handled countless 
panic downhill stops without the 
slightest complaint or sign of 
fade, Its action was smooth, 
progressive’ and extremely ef- 
ficient. Without doubt, it 
represents a marked’ improve- 
ment on the old drum unit which 
was, to be fair, pretty adequate. 

Handling was first-class, too. 
It sticks to the road at least as 
well as its ancestors and absorbs 
the jolts even better. This is 
partly due to the slightly 
increased weight and ‘the im- 
proved front suspension. 

The dry weight is now 322Ibs 
146Kg) compared to the 309|bs 
(140Kg) of the T250-II and this 
helps give the bike a greater 
feeling of solidarity. The front 
forks have been redesigned. They 


“are now constructed from alu- 


minium and are ever better than 
the steel forks (which were very 
good) previously employed. 
Rubber gaiters cover the moving 
parts and this suggested that 
there might have been a return 
to the old external spring type 
of forks. 

But a quick look underneath 
quickly dispelled any fears in this 
respect. All the working parts 
are inside and located at the 
bottom of the forks to enable 
greater movement and to keep 
the centre of gravity as low as 
possible. 

The GT250 is an excellent 
tourer and can maintain relative- 
ly high speeds without strain. 
The seat is well upholstered and 
comfortable and the riding posi- 
tion for a 6ft rider is qood. 


One of the most praise- 


worthy aspects of such a light- 





weight tourer is that it is just 
as much at home in heavy city 
traffic as it is on the open road. 
The Suzuki is very docile at slow 
speeds and very rapid progress 
can be made through traffic. In 
stop-start city conditions, the 
engine showed no signs of over- 
heating. 

Whether or not the ram air 
cooling system helped the engine 
keep its cool any better than a 
conventional finning would have 
done must remain open to con- 
jecture. The original idea of the 
ram air system was to direct the 
flow of air onto the ‘middle 
cylinder of the company’s three- 
cylinder engines. With the GT 
250 only having two cylinders 
the benefits to be gained from 
the system seem to be more in 
styling than anything else. 

Nevertheless, the engine does 
not overheat and the system 
works at least as well as the 
more usual finning. 

The top speed claimed by 
Suzuki for the GT250, which 
was as high as 105mph for the 
model in 1970, is now between 
90 and 95mph. This appears to 
be a substantial reduction but 
one could be forgiven for feeling 
that earlier claims were a little 
exaggerated. 

And even if a few miles an 
hour have been lost, this is far 
out-weighed by the benefits of 
greater torque and tractability. 
The aluminium  twin-cylinder 
Power unit has had its power 
reduced from 33bhp to 31 and, 
combined with a few other 
internal changes, has resulted in 
a much wider band of useable 
power. 

Four years ago, the Suzuki 
T-250 Hustler achieved maximum 
torque figures of 22.3ft-lbs at 
7000rpm. Now, maximum 
torque is rated at 23ft-lbs and 
is reached at 6500rpm. In many 
respects, these are the most im- 
portant — and revealing — figures 
for any road bike. 

The engine still performs best 
between 5000 and 7000rpm but 
there is now more power avail- 
able well outside these limits. 
The bike can pull away without 
snatch in top gear from as low 
as 1500rpm. 

A Suzuki 250 without a six- 
speed gearbox would be rather 
like a dentist without his drill. 
Needless to say, the GT250 has 
the six-speed transmission which 
has been one of the strongest 
selling points of the machine 
over a long period, It is just 
as good as ever it was, There is 


AVLC.N. Rider's 
Impression 





nothing quite like forgetting for 
a moment that one is a frus- 
trated racer tied to a substantial 
mortgage by playing a tune on 


the gear lever. 
The Suzuki Hustler was the 


first production roadster from 
Japan to be fitted with a six- 
speed unit and the men who 
originally advocated this must 
now be feeling very smug as they 
watch rival makes adopting six- 
speed boxes after resisting the 
move for so long. 

The instruments are tilted for 
easy reading and all controls are 
well placed. The ignition key- 
operated switch has been moved 
from the front down-tube under 
the tank to a much more access- 
ible position between the speedo- 
meter and tachometer. 

The handlebars are no longer 
mounted in rubber. To some, 
this might-seem an improvement. 
But it is a refinement which our 
tester was sorry to see go. After 
years of trying to get used to 
wobbling handlebars, he finally 
succeeded. Now he feels lost 
without them. And, of course, 
the rubber mounting did help 
reduce vibration — not that the 
Suzuki vibrates excessively. On 
the contrary, the engine is part- 
icularly smooth. 

The steering damper has been 
dispensed with, too. Our man 
is also sorry to see this go but 
admits that its use was limited. 
Now that shingle roads are 
rapidly disappearing, steering 
dampers aré rather superfluous. 
Still, the nob did help fill the 
gap in the centre of the handle- 
bars...... 

Generally, the Suzuki GT250 
remains a particularly appealing 
machine. It is very much a 
sophisticated light-weight road- 
ster with more than adequate 
power and excellent handling. 
With a retail price of $995, it 
must continue to rank among 
the most popular bikes on the 
New Zealand market. 


Specifications: Maximum speed, 90- 
9mph (144-152kph); maximum 
horsepower, 31 at 7000rpm; maxi- 
mum torquo, 23ft4bs (3.1Bkg) at 
6500rpm; engine, two-stroke ram alr 
aluminium twin cylinder; piston dis- 
‘placement, 247cc (15.1 Cl); trans- 
mission, six-speed constant mesh; 
fuel capacity, 3.3 gallons (16 litr 
lubrication, automatic; overall leng 
80.5in (2045mm), overall width, 
32.11In_ (815mm); overall height, 
44.5in (1130mm); tyres, 3,00-18 4PR 
at front and 3.25-18 4PR at rear; 
dry weight, 322Ibs (1469). 
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Ploen Top At 
Tauranga 


Peter Ploen heading for another vic- 
tory on the big Suzuki RN 400 at 
Tauranga. 

———$—————S— 
Suzuki RH 250 (Tauranga) 1; Alan 
Collison Honda CR 250 (Tauranga) 
250 





New Zealand moto-cross 
champion Peter Ploen dominated 
the Tauranga Motorcycle Club's 
Moto Cross at McLeod’s Farm, 
Papamoa. Ploen, riding RH 250 
and RN 400 Suzukis, won four 
races from five starts. 

Riding with his newly- 
acquired Number One plate, 
Ploen scorched off the line in 
the A grade scratch, to leave the 















If you are interested in Motor 
Cycling and want to read about 
the Motor cycle scene in New 
Zealand you can’t do any better 
than read New Zealand Motor 
Cycle News. 

It’son sale in almost all motor 
cycle shops around the country. 
from your local bookseller, or 
direct — from us on subscription 

In the motor cycle shops you 


2; Laurie Love Montesa VR 
(Hamilton) 3. 

251 open scratch — Peter Ploen 
Suzuki RN 400 (Tauranga) 1; Moss 
Smith Yamaha YZ 360 (Hikutaia) 2; 
Barry McLaren Yamaha SC 500 
(Hamilton) 3. 

C grade handicap “Dean Cup” — 
Colin Nelson Honda CR 250 (Te Uku) 









field chasing in pursuit. Abattle 4; Barry Tappin Suzuki TM 250 
ensued between Moss Smith  (Matamata) 2; Jim Slater Suzuki TM ff can't miss it because it’s on show 
125 (Matamata) 3. in the New Zealand Motor Cycle 


(360 YZ Yamaha) and Alan 
Collison on his 250 Honda El- 
sinore, with the Tauranga dealer 
getting the better of the dice, 
leaving Smith to take third: 
Ploen finished more than 200 
yards ahead. 

In the feature event, the Top 
Ten open scratch race, it was 
Ploen all the way again, with 
Collison retiring after tangling 

with Moss Smith and crashing. 
Smith took second, Love third, 
and C grade champ Ashley Major 
finished fourth. 
Results were:. 
C grade scratch — Ashley Brown 
Namaha YZ 125 (Te Awamutu) 1; 
Richard Underwood | Suzuki TM. 125 
(Whakatane) 2; Paul Ricknell Su- 
zuki TS 400 (Hikutaia) 3. 

B grade scratch — Mike Wilkins’ 
Suzuki TM 250 (Whakatane) 1; Chris 
Giles Yamaha YZ 125 (Whakatane) 2; 
‘Steve Burgess CZ 380 (Rotorua) 3. 

A grade scratch — Peter Ploen 
Suzuki RN 400 (Tauranga) 1; Alan 
Collison Honda CR 250 (Tauranga) 2; 
Moss Smith Yamaha YZ 360 (Hiku- 
taia) 3, 

0-200ce scratch — Phil Turnbull 
Suzuki TM 125 (Palmerston North) 1; 
Geoff Burgess Suzuki TM 125 (Ro- 
torua) 2; Rod Shirriffs Honda CR 
125 (Palmerston North) 3. 


















B grade handicap “Cameron 
Motors Cup” — Steve Burgess CZ 380 
(Rotorua) 1; Harry Van de Ven 
Yamaha MX 250 (Hikutaia) 2; 
Wilkins Suzuki TM 250 (Whakatane) 3. 

A grade handicap “Silver Comat 
Cup” — Laurie Love Montesa VR 
250 (Hamilton) 1; Moss Smith 
Yamaha YZ 360 (Hikutaia) 2; Peter 
Ploon Suzuki RH 250 (Tauranga) 3. 

Top Ten Feature — Peter Ploen 

1, 


News special display stands. 

And while you’re in the motor 

cycle shops don’t forget to have 
a look around the bikes and 
accessories on display. There’s 
some excellent equipment in 
this country now to suit anyone 
who's got a hankering to go 
two-wheeling. 
Note Motor cycle dealers: if you 
haven't received a display stand 
please let us know and we'll 
mail you one directly. 


Laurie Love Montesa VR 250 (Ham- 
ilton) 3; Ashley Mojor Yamaha YZ 
250 (Tirau) 4; Geoff Burgess Suzuki 
TM 125 (Rotorua) 5. 


The Worst Kind 
_of Bother 
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201-250ce scratch — Peter Ploen 


Hintons 
Second 
- Beach 
Title 


Beach meeting held March 
23, 1974. 

Roger Hinton captured his 
second title on Peka Peka beach 
— the North Island Open — on 
a 400cc Suzuki. D. White was 
second on a 500cc Kawasaki and 
Mark Boyle third on a 250cc 
Suzuki. 

Keith Tinney won the 350cc 
Provincial Cup on a 250cc 
Suzuki and also the Wylie Cup 
for most points on the day's 
racing. 

This meeting was run on the 
beach at Peka Peka, Waikanae, 
by the Ixion Motor Cycle Club, 

Also on April 6, the last 
beach meeting of the season, 
Keith Tinney won the 30 mile 
Langford Cup on a very heavy 
beach and a very wet day ona 
250cc Suzuki. 

N. Turner on a 350 Yamaha 
was second and Bob Hamilton 
was third on a 750 Kawasaki. 








An unidentified rider in the 
worst possible kind of bother 
after clearing a rise on a Makara 


farm. The picture was sent in by 
a reader, 








KONI SHOCK ABSORBER SALES AND SERVICE 


Koni Shock absorbers for most models 
State length required. 

$40.00 per pair. 

Girling Multirate Springs, $7.00 a pair. 
We service Konis — 

New Seals and Refill $3.00 per Unit. 


CALENDER 
MOTORCYCLES 
[=]R)! 93 ST AUBYN STREET, 


NEW PLYMOUTH 
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ROTORUA MOTOR 
CYCLES LTD. 


nes always in stock. Backed up by 


fter sales service. 
nt call in and talk to John Ander- 


is 22 years experience in 






A full range of machi 
complete stocks and a! 
For all your requiremen i 
son and have the benefit of hi 
the motorcycle trade. 


AMOHAU STREET 








ROTORUA 











RACING SPARES 


TYRES 
New 300x19 front KR73T1. 545.00 
“  350x 19 rear 398 
“2x 350x 18 rear (sucker) T1 









2nd 3.25x18 FrontKR73T1 $25.00 
“  3,25x18 Front KR73T1 $15.00 
“  360x 18 Rear (Sucker) T1 $30.00 
SPARES 





1 Pair T20 barrells TOMMYS SUZUKI 
1 Magneto to suit Suzuki 500 or 250. CENTRE L.M.V.D, 


Krober box's and coils. 
5 MOORHOUSE, 
IAVENUE L.MV.D. 


Ceriani Steering head. 
Pair ceriani rear shocks. 

CHRISTCHURCH. 
PHONE: 30066 







Pair TR5SOO barrells 

Set of clutch springs TR500 
2 Alloy Steering dampers. 

1 Alloy oil tank. 











DAYTONA 
MOTORCYCLES LTD. 
133 Albert St. Auckland. 
Box 8931 Ph. 364-965 





KNOWS! 
CT 


If you would like a Honda MT250 f, 

rom the Honda 
experts then come and see i 
Immediate delivery. wa 


418 High St, Lower Hutt, Phone: 60729 








~ Built To Take 
__ Punishment 


Yamaha 





Top loft: The 175 AG bike in all its Above: Looped steel on the frame 
glory. Very sturdy and well mado —_—protects foot lovers. Gear lover is of 
for the farm, tho heel-and-toe-operation variety. 
Loft: Steslwork everywhere oven to Three low goars and two high allow 
protect the chain case. Noto standard the bike oxcollent pulling power 
Yokohama knobblies and beofy sus- coupled to the 175cc engine, 
ponsion with fiva-way adjustment. 
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175 Agbike 


It came as something of a 
surprise to us at NZMCN to 
learn that a machine rarely 
seen on the roads should 
prove to be the biggest- 
selling bike in the country. 
We refer of course to the 
Yamaha Agricultural bike, 
the Ag 100, of which more 
than 2700 were sold in 1973. 
Although it is designed for 
use on the farm the Ag 100 
is fitted out with all the 
gear necessary to make it 
street legal and merely needs 

to be registered as such to 
transform it into a very use- 
ful trail machine. 

Now W. White's are deman- 
strating the new Yamaha agbike 
in New Zealand, the Ag175,a 
larger and more powerful version 
of the 100. And although the 
retail price is relatively high at 
approximately $949 (less sales 

tax of $218 for farmers), the 
175 is well endowed with the 
sort of features serious trail 
riders, as well as farmers, 
appreciate, It's a rugged, no- 
nonsense, thoroughly practical 
machine — and, boy, is it ugly! 


+ Sex appeal plays no part in the 


sales promotion of this baby. 
Hunks of steel jut out from all 
angles, not to destroy but to 
protect. We're not surprised that 
in the specifications alongside 
‘Net waight’ there is a long ''—""; 
but it’s all in a good cause. 

The machine's most obvious 
appendage is the control lever 
guard attached to the handlebars. 
Made of tubular steel, it originates 
from each end of the bars, loops 
around the levers and meets the 
bars again at two further mountings, 
There's plenty of room for even 
the most-ham-fisted operator to 
manipulate the controls and the 
guard doesn’t bend every time it's 
called to service. 

In front of the lever guard, 
surrounding the headlight, there 
is another tubular steel light 
protector-cum-carrier. Like the 
lever guard, i1 comes in handy 
when the machine is dropped and 
offers protection when riding 
through underbrush. 

More looped tubular steel is 
found low at the front of the twin 
down-tube frame to protect the 
foot levers and a large, securely 
mounted rear carrier shields the 


small rear light. 
To top it off, there's even 


more steelwork which protects 

the very useful rear chain case. 
The machine isa veritable tank! 
With all this extra weight up top 

the bike tends to feel top heavy, 


for town riding and the open 
road. Top speed is in the mid to 
high 50's (95 kmh claimed) and 
the bike is quite happy to cruise 
in the low 50's or potter around 
town In top gear at 30 mph. 

The front brake is the best we 
have yet come across on an off- 
toad machine. At all times it is 
cost of manoeuvrability, but at reassuringly smooth and effective. 
anything more than crawling pace Both on the road and off, it can 
it is a well-mannered machine. Res- be applied hard to bring the 
ponsive steering compensates to machine to a rapid stop without 
some extent for the heavy feel at losing front wheel adhesion and 
slow speeds yet the bike is not it comes closer to deserving 
“flitty” when barrelling along the waterproof" label than any 


gravel paths or through undulating ‘similar brake we have experienced. 
grassland. ! The rear rod-operated brake is 


Front forks have plenty of also commendable, although it 
travel and perform well, absorbing requires a heavy foot to bring it 
most potholes in the road and into action, 
rough stuff on the trail without There are many. features of this 
transmitting the shocks to the workhorse which we feel could 
rider or becoming wallowy. The be well employed on a wider 
rear shocks are beefy-looking units scale in the trail bike industry. 
with five way adjustable spring The completely enclosed rear 
rates. chain case is one; the large (2 

The excellent suspension is litre) petrol tank is another. Then 
matched by a comfortable and there is the inoffensive exhaust 
well-padded seat. The foot pegs note, flexible front mudguard, 
are well located in relation to the —_ wide-base sidestand and mud flaps 
controls but have a rubber cover- front and rear, as well as the 
ing instead of metal serrations. more commonly found trail bike 

Why Yamaha have chosen do features such as rubber cable 
do this is hard to understand, protectors, primary kick start 
especially when they have provided and ignition cut out operated by 
arocking type gear lever for easier’ the right thumb. Knobbly 
operation by farmers clad in big Yokohama tyres are standard. 
muddy gumboots. Neutral is It has some minor irritations 
selected by depressing the lever to like the tendency to dip intoa 
its lowest point; upward changes corner, the non-serrated foot pegs 
can be made with either the toe or and an ignition switch that is so 
the heel. This set-up is ideal for use close to the speedo that it is 
in slippery conditions — the same _ difficult to turn on and off. But 
conditions which call for serrated to the people for whom the Ag 
footpegs. 175 is designed, the farmers, these 

No rear footpegs are provided, —_ will be far outweighed by the 
although screw-in mounting points bike's virtues. |t’s a machine 
for these are found on the swing which is sure to interest the 
arm. The seat, however, which is farmer who will see it as a sturdy 
large enough to carry the biggest and dependable go-anywhere farm 
rider, would be hard pressed to implement — and the avid trail 
accommodate two persons. rider, who sees the same attributes 

We mention that the Ag 175 but different applications. The 
has much of the feel of a trials person who buys an Ag 175 for 
bike. Although it is higher, heavier daily transport and recreation pays 
and does not have the same amount a high price but buys a machine 
of really low down grunt asa trials built to take punishment — and 
mount, it does plod along at very bounce right back. 
low revs (there's no rev counter) Engine: Two stroke, single 
and has more throttle response at Ylinder, 7-port torque induction 


Displacoment: . 
low rpm than a more conventional — stroke: 66x ee SLO 


trail machine of similar size. A Ratio: 6.5:1. Lubrication: Autolube. 
surge of power comes on a few Suntin Reimary kick. Power: NA 
tickover speed  Tofque: NA. Transmission: 5-spoed 

hence SS ah tae ae gearbox, internal reductions 1: 3.181, 
and combine i 2, 2.000, 3: 1.368, 4: 0.875, 5: 0.666, 
gear ratios it makes for easy slogging Overall Length: 2105mm. Overall 
and climbing Width: 915mm. Overall Height: 

The first three ratios are very ped pot olate: NA, Soat Height: 

— take-of fs ca ly be mm. ase: 1305mm, 

low,— take otf: canis TY Pe ar, 9t0und Clearance: 220mm, Ful 
done in secon gear, Tank Capacity: 2 litres. Oil Tank: 
leaving first for tricky descents Capacity: 1.2 litres, Tyres: front 
or tight manoeuvring. Fourth 3.00 x 19 knobbly Yokohama; rear 
and fifth gears are wider spaced 


especially when leaning into a 
corner on the road, this tendency 
being accentuated by the knobbly 
tyres. Off the road the bike has 
much of the feel of a trials bike, 
but is naturally higher and more 
cumbersome than the specialist 
machinery. In nadgery going the 
weight makes itself felt at the 








3.50 x 18 knobbly Yokohama, 
Price (approx. retail): $949, 
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Your Kawasaki 


fhat’s the number of SHAFT’S new 
Branch at Great South Road, Otahuhu 
(near monument) 


FEATURING THIS WEEK A 1973 
PURPLE H2 750 c.c. ONLY 2000 MILES. 
ALSO COME AND SEE THE WINNING 

KAWASAKI 750 c.c. H2 
OF THE 1 HOUR PRODUCTION RACE 
ON SEPTEMBER 29, AT PUKEKOHE 


Open Saturday mornmg — 10 a.m. to 12 noon 
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soents for YAMAHA and TRIUMPH. Specialists in all repairs. 


CORNER HIGH STREET ANO PRETORIA STREET, LOWER HUTT, 
TELEPHONE: 64-262 





HamiltonG.P 


Ginger Molloy tiding his Yamaha TZ350, sped to victory 


in the 20 lap Hamilton Grand Prix. 


Looking magnificent in 


the Air New Zealand colours, the TZ never missed a beat 
as Molloy put ona highly skilled performance around the 


very tricky 1.8 mile circuit. 


From the drop of the flag it 
was Stewart Avant who led a 
mixed field of 55 riders into 
the first lap. Half a lap later 
going into Colemans Round- 
about. Roaer.Couling fell ina 

spectacular manner, but 
level headed’ riding saw one 
and all safely by. At the 
completion of lap 2 the pace 
was right on with the order 
being Avant, Discombe, 
Molloy, Woodley, Collinson 
and Woodmass, 

Unfortunately Avant's lead 
was short-lived as he retired 
the following lap with a 
serious oil leak which had 
also caused him to fall in the 
earlier A grade event. 

On the same lap Molloy 
slipped by Discombe to 
inherit the lead he was never 
to lose. On lap 6 and entering 
the main straight; Woodmass 
went by Allan Collinson who 
was putting in yet another 
incredible ride on, his 
Production 750 Kawasaki. 

The dice for 3rd place 
between Blenheim rider John 
Woodley and Chris Wood- 
mass was one of the 
high-lights of the action 
Packed race. Woodmass was 
using all his circuit know- 
ledge trying to out-fox the 
Blenheim rider who stayed 
cool throughout. : 

Meanwhile out front and 
completing his 12th lap the 
flying Molloy was right on 
form and had increased his 
lead over Discombe to 5 secs. 

The gap back to Gary Boote, 
Duncan Fletcher and co was 
greater that might have been 
expected. = 

On lap 14 the 24 year old 
Woodmass' efforts paid off. 
Once by Woodley, he slowly 
Started to draw away but was 


The bike feels as if it's a part of 
you — the motor's running like 
a dream — lean into the curve. Great, 
here's a straight. 


too far from Discombe to be 
of any threat. 

Race leader Molloy has 
increased his lead over Air 
New Zealand team mate 
Discombe to 8 secs as he 
headed into his last lap. To 
the delight of the home crowd 
the popular international 
flashed’ over the line to win 
from Discombe, Woodmass, 
Woodley, Collinson, Crook, 
Boote, Hannan and Fletcher. 

Discombe emerged vic- 
torious in the Hamilton 
Junior Grand Prix after 
holding off a determined 
challenge from_ Molloy. 
However victory could well 
have gone to Christchurch 
ace Stewart Avant, who led 
the fleld on the opening 
lap. Unfortunately, Avant 
fell on the exit from the 
notorious roundabout. The 
reason was diagnosed as 
oil on the tyre from a 
gearbox leak. 

At the end of the 2nd 
lap, Discombie led from 
Woodmass, and Molloy, 
who had carved his way 
through from an unfamiliar 
bad start. 

Discombie was slowly 
drawing away from Wood- 
mass as they entered the 
halfway mark at 4 laps and 
Molloy was searching fora 
gap past the on form 
Woodmass. This he found 
under braking entering the 
roundabout and set out 
after Discombe. This chase 
had the crowd almost 
hysterical as Molloy peg- 


Ralph Hannan seconds before crash- 
ing while leading 250 racing class 
race. Ha was uninjured but failed 
to regain forward motion! 


Paul Corbett and passenger Gary 
Worslay entoring start/finish straight, 






























































Chris Woodmass and Ginger Molloy 





Spark plugs? You wouldn't give 
them a thought — but they're 
there — working flat-out, Tough AC 
Spark Plugs can take it. 
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Tough AG Spark Plugs keep a bike going 
when the pressure’ really on 


BS 





entering start/finish straight. 


ged back the deficit inch 
by inch. 

Discombie and’ Molloy 
sped over the line to start 
the final lap. They were 
side by side. On leaving 
the’ eastern, side of the 
roundabout, Molloy was 
alongside with the tighter 
line for the final turn. 
Discombe accelerated out 
first, but Molloy was right 
there beside him for the 


200 yard sprint to the 
finish. After a heart- 
stopping final lap, Dis- 


combe edged out Molloy 
by about 18 inches. 


Race One. [125 scratch, 5 
laps). Stephen Dundon 1, Peter 
Ellis 2, Allister Mitchel 3. Race 
Two. (Sidecars, 5 laps]. Paul 
Corbett_1, Gordan Skilton 2, 
Chris Olsen 3. Time, 6:11.0. 
Race Three. (250 scratch, 8 laps]. 
Murray de Lacey 1, Rod North 2, 
Brendon Quirk 3. Time, 6:11.0. 
Race Four (Production, 8 laps). 
Alan Collison 1, Geoli Bennett 
2, Erle Bone-3. Time, 8:34.5. 
Race Five. (B grade open, 8 
laps]. Mark Gedye 1, Eric Avenell 
2, Giles Wildy 3. Race Six [Open 
A grade, 8 laps]. Ginger Molloy 
1, Trevor Discombe 2, Stewart 
Avant 3. Time, 8:10.2. Race 
Seven (Sidecars, 5 laps]. Paul 
Corbett 1, Gordan. Skilton 2, 
Chris Moller 3. Time, 6:50.3. 
Race Elght (Junior grand prix, 10 
laps]. Trevor Discombe 1, Ginger 
Molloy 2, Chris Woodmass 3. 





mn 


AC Spark Plugs are built tough, — 


: : : 
tough to take hours of motoring [productions Stagg Alon 
at peak revs in all conditions, Collison "1, “Rod North. 2, 


And a well turied bike with the 
right kind of spark Plugs can 
help save fuel too. So fit AC — there 
are AC Spark Plugs to suit every 


Graeme Crosby 3. Time, 6:59.8. 
Race Ten. (Single cyclinder 
scratch, 5 laps). Lloyd Ganley 1, 
Rod North 2, Gaeme Watts 3. 
§:41.3. Race Eleven 


S Time, 


pis: Sidecars, 5 laps). Chris Moller 1, 
Baal Corbett 2° Gordan Skilton 
whan epstagt Teles inet ome em 
io i 
when the going’s tough Ginger Molloy Trevor bis: 
combe 2, Chris Woodmass 3, 
Parts and Accecsories Division of Gonoral Motors Now Zealand Limited. 4 Sone webdiey. a, ‘Alan Collison 


5. Time, 20:0.7. 












Ronnie Moore, double 
world champion and former 
world. best pairs champion, 
probably knows more about 
speedway sport than any- 
body else. So don’t miss 
what he has to say. Ronnie 
will be writing exclusively 
EVERY month in NZMCN. 
| was pleased to be asked by 
the Editor to contribute a mon- 
thly article on speedway. We 
have had a very successful season 
here in New Zealand, with quite 
a number of overseas riders 
appearing throughout the coun- 
try. But now of course, every- 
thing Is wrapped up in mothballs 
‘till next November, so what | 
intend to do over the next few 
months, is to keep you informed 
of what is happening overseas 
as far as speedway is concerned. 

The main interest centres 
‘around Ivan Mauger and the 
return to League racing of Barry 
Briggs, Barry is now riding for 
my old club, Wimbledon, where 

he first started riding in 1952. 
*| flew to England last month for 
a few days, and | saw Barry ride 
at the opening meeting at Wim- 
bledon. He fell once, but the 
old touch is still there, and | am 
confident that he will be up 


there with the best of them this 
year, 























First Hurdle 

His first hurdle on his come- 
back path to winning the World 
Final starts on April 29 — his 
first championship qualifying 
round at Exeter. This will be 
followed by rounds at Halifax 
on May 4 and Wimbledon on 
May 9. Ivan had drawn Exeter 
also, followed by Poole on May 
1 and Kings Lynn on May 4. 

New Zealand has five others 


in the first division rounds — 
Bruce Cribb, Frank Shuter, 
Robin Adlington, Dave Gifford 
and Graeme Stapleton. Of these 
five, Stapleton could be the dark 
horse and go through with the 
top thirty-two to the British 
semi-finals. 

The division two rounds start 
a few weeks earlier, the top 
twenty from these rounds 
moving up to compete in the 
first division rounds. There are 
five or six riders from New 
Zealand competing in these 
rounds. All in all there is a fair 
representation, with Ivan Mauger 
and Barry Briggs our main hope 
of pulling off the World Final 
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New Machines at 


WESTON-W EBB 


MOTORCYCLES 
Ltd 


L.M.V.Q. 
650 $1730 $877 
CB360 $1246 $416 Yamaha TX 
Ses cB125 $684 $228 Yamaha TX500 $1689 $563 
Honda CB100 $580 $194 Yamaha RD350 $1150 $384 
$2195 $732 Yamaha RD250 $1050 $350 


Plus 40 Used Machines to Choose From 
AT STATION RD OTAHUHU. PH: OH 64959 
ALL MAKES & MODELS 


in Sweden this September, 

Barry and Ivan will be team- 
ing up as partners in the World 
Best Pairs Championship. Their 
first round will be at Rodenbach; 
Germany, where they will be 


competing against pairs from 
Sweden (reigning champions), 
Norway, Denmark, Scotland, 


Germany and Australia. On the 
same day, the rest of the Con- 
tinental countries will be having 
their round at KRSKO. From 
the two rounds, the top six 
Pairs will move to the final 
which is to be held at Belle Vue, 
Manchester, on July 13. 


Black’s chance 

Tom Black (Ghéh), who had 
his first season in England in 
1973 riding for Teeside, broke 
his arm and returned to NZ 
hoping to go back in 1974 but 
not knowing how he was going 
to manage it. His prayers have 
been answered. Ron Wilson, 
promoter of first division Leic- 
ester, sent him a cable asking if 
he would fill the number seven 
spot in his team. Tom flew to 
England at the beginning of this 
month. It is now up to him to 
make the most of an opportunity 
that few people get. 


NZ Snub 

We have been snubbed. Poland 
which is running the World Team 
Cup this year, has not invited 
New Zealand to compete. | 
would be the first to admit that 
we would be hard pressed to 
field a team, as we were last year 
in the World League. | had to 
fly to England to make up the 
team, but on that occasion we 
did reach the semi-finals only to 
be knocked out by England, the 
eventual winners. 


Pusey and Olsen 

Two riders in the news at the 
moment are Chris Pusey (Belle 
Vue) and Ole Olsen (Wolver- 
hampton), Both riders are in 
‘pay disputes with their clubs, 
and have missed the opening 
matches of the season. 


Middelton finished 
Australian rider Garry (Cas 
the Gas) Middelton has called it 
a day — so he says. But with a 
record seven clubs in seven years, 
| do not think there is a promoter 
in England willing to take him 


on. 


Swedes banned 
Swedish riders have, been 
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Christchurch rider Graeme Stapleton in action during the test match between New Zealand and the Rest of the World 
at Templeton. Graeme, who rides for Wimbledon in the British first division league, could be the dark horse of the early 
rounds in the world championship this northern season. 


banned from English clubs this 
year, the reason is money. 
Swedish riders are controlled by 
SVEMO, which is the equivalent 
to the NZ Speedway Control 
Board, and they can only ride 
in England if they compete in all 
their league fixtures in Sweden. 
This means they have to fly back 
and forward from England to 
Sweden all through the English 
speedway season. If a match in 
Sweden clashes with a match In 
England, then they must ride the 
match in Sweden. But it is the 
British Promoter who is|!paying 
for all the fares, and for one 
rider that can add up to $4000 
in a season. 

For a Swede to ride in Eng- 
land, he must be of a certain 
standard before a work permit 
is issued to him, so nearly all the 
Swedes in England are of star 
class. Pick them all up and 
throw them out of English Speed- 
way and there are a few big 
holes left in some of the English 
teams, which they are finding hard 
to fill, The paying public is 
also kicking up a noise. Instead 
of seeing Anders Michanek, they 
see Joe Bloggs riding in what 
used to be his place in the team. 
They were barred once before 
and came back, | think they 
will be back again. 

The Swedish second division 
team Kaparana of Gothenburg 
began a tour of second division 
tracks during April. Following 
them will be a Czechoslavakian 
team to do a series of test 
matches against riders from the 
second division. 


Sore heads 
After the success of the two 














A ‘BETTER DEAL’ 





A‘BETTER BIKE’ 


MANUREWA MOTORCYCLES LTD 


THE RIDER AGENTS FOR 
) Honda Yamaha ‘Triumph-Kawasaki 


Full Range of New Machines on Display incl. 
the Fabulous Yamaha Trail 
HONDA MT 250 ELSINORE and MT 125 YAMAHA TX 500 
TRIUMPH TRIDENT DISC 750 —— 
Also Good Range Top Quality Low Mileoge Machines In Stock 


288, GREAT SOUTH ROAD, MANUREWA, 


Polish riders, Zenon Plech and 
Edward Jancarz, on their tour 
ot NZ and Australia, Sydney 
promoter Frank Oliveri and his 
manager Mike Raymond plan on 
flying to Europe in August to 
try and arrange for an eight- 
man Polish test team to ride in 
Australia next summer. | think 
they will be banging their heads 
against a brick wall; but | hope 
they can pull it off. 


Late News. Both Ole Olsen 
and Chris Pusey have now agreed 
terms and are riding for their 
clubs. 

It has now been decided by 
the British Speedway Control 


Board that England, Scotland, 
Australia and New Zealand, will 
race a qualifying meeting at 
\Ipswich on August 15, to see 
which will go to Poland for the 
World Team Cup. It has been 
suggested that | fly to England 
to race for New Zealand in the 
qualifying meeting. It is a bit 
early to decide on this yet. 

Still, | might be prepared to 
go if somebody will pay the 
costs. It is a long way to go for 
one meeting but a full-strength 
Kiwi side could hand out a few 
shocks! 





Dwight Back 
In Action 


Although officially retired, the New Zealand speedway sidecar 
champion, Les Dwight snr, of Christchurch, couldn’t resist the 
opportunity to travel down to Dunedin for the recent Otago quarter- 





mile grass track championshi| 





The title was being decided over two meetings. 
held on February 10 and Dwight had won that. 


The first was 
“| thought that | 


might as well complete the championship”, he explained. 
Needless to say, Dwight also won the second leg, giving him the 


title for the third successive year. 


was lan Combridge. 


His passenger on this occasion 


Runner up was Ashburton’s lan Begbie (passenger Bill Lee). 
Third was Christchurch’s Howard Jones (Brent Beadle passenger). 
And now, it is back into retirement for 54-year-old Les Dwight 


— he thinks. 
on the sid 
modify hi: 








He admits that he is not li 
ines and says he “has a lot of thinking to do’ and might 
plans slightly to include a few grass track meetings. 





ing the prospect of sitting 


“Once | have got over the first year of retirement I will be all right”, 


he said. 
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‘Giant Hare Scramble 


An 80 mile Elsinore-type event is being planned by the 
Wellington Trail riders club. It is to be called the ‘giant 
hare scramble’, will take place on July 21 and will comprise 
two 40-mile circuits in and around the Karioi state forest. 


Organiser, Mr Roy Middleton 
told NZMCN that organisation of 
the event was well under way. He 
said that in July winter conditions 
with snow and mud and slush 
can be expected and, as far as 
possible, long straight stretches of 
forestry road have been cut out. 

“We're using all the windy, 
narrow roads" said Mr Middleton 
“most will be grassy, rocky, 
sandy or tussocky. Only about 
five percent of the event will be 
run on gravel roads”. 

The club plan to limit entries 
to 150 on a first-come-first-served 
basis. Intending entrants should 
belong to a motorcycle club and 
hold a competition licence (for 
speed and moto-cross); machines 
must be properly silenced and 
registered. 

Owing to the type of condi- 
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tions likely to be encountered 

Mr Middleton feels that machines 
below 175cc capacity will find 

it hard going — but people with 
smaller capacity bikes are wel- 
come to have a go, 

It is likely to take the good 
riders something around three 
hours to complete the full course 
and each rider must carry suf- 
ficient tools to enable him to 
carry out basic mechanical 
repairs. 

The official entry form for 
the Giant Hare Scramble will 
be carried only in New Zea- 
land Motor Cycle News. In 
the June issue will be more 
details on the event and the 
entry form so be sure to get 
your copy if you wish to 
enter this event. 


‘This photograph gives an Indication of the course. Roy 
Middleton rides a TS250 Suzuki through the Karlol 
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* SURFACE GRINDING 
* HELICOILS FITTED 


* CRANK GRINDING 


NDITIO, 
en Ne, 
& RS 


234 RICHARDSON ROAD 
MOUNT ROSKILL 
PHONE 675-628 


Thinking of 


.for veterans 


Veterans Race 
One of the most 
Interesting events on the 


New Zealand Grand Prix 
pegamme, held during 
aster at Ruapuna Park, 
was undoubtedly the race 
who had 
ridden on the old four-mile 
shingle-surfaced Cust cir- 
cuit -- once the traditional 
home of the grand prix. 

This is an event with 
tremendous potential and one 
which should encourage the 
restoration and preservation 
of old racing machines. But 
by limiting the field to riders 
of the Cust era on machines 
manufactured before 1962, 
the organisers are automatl- 
cally restricting Its develop- 
ment. 

The numbers of Cust 
veterans prepared to return to 
the track for an annual 
appearance can only become 
smaller with the passing of 
the yeaars. It would probably 
be a step forward If the race 
was opened up to any riders, 
provided they were mounted 
on bikes produced prior to 
1962 or on bikes of special 
historical significance (the 
organisers would have to be 
the Judge of thls). 

In this way, the fields 
would grow and the Cust 
riders would still be eligible. 

It doesn’t really matter who 
wins such a race but it would 
be interesting to see how 
some of the modern stars 
could handle, say, a single- 
cylinder Norton Manx in 
competition with the experts 
of the years gone by. 

But, even as it Is, the event 
holds a great attraction for 
those who can remember the 
days when there was not a 
two-stroke to be seen in the 
grand prix meeting. Contains 
the mellow burble of the old 
four-strokes was like music 
to the ears compared with the 
racket kicked up by the 
modern two-stroke racers; and 
after the event. 


Famous 


There were some famous 
bikes and some _ equally 
well known figures competing 
in this. year's race. Dave 
Burns won the race on a 500 
Norton Manx which had until 
a short time before the race 
been reclining In a shed on an 
Ashburton farm. This partic- 
ular machine was an ex-works 
model which was used by 
Reg Armstrong to win the 
senior Isle of Man T.T. in 
1952, 

A couple of years ago. it 
was pulled out of mothballs 
by Dave's father, former world 
sidecar speed record-holder 
Bob Burns. Bob fitted it with 
the old dustbin fairing he had 
used for his world record bid 
on his ,1000cc Vincent and 
took it out to a speed record 
attempt in North Canterbury. 
The grand old machine turned 
In a two-way average speed of 
more than 144mph. When you 
consider that the New 
Zealand speed record stands 
to Dale Wylie’s credit at 
slightly more than 150mph, 
this was Indeed a fine effort. 

Dave Burns, of course, is 
still a well-known figure in 
the scrambles world. As a 
relative youngster, he won 


PRODUCTION RACING? ROAD TRIALS? TOURING? or just 


ECONOMICAL TRANSPORT? 


CALL AND SEE KEITH WILLIAMS AT 
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For friendly and experienced sales and service. Everything 


for the Motorcyclist: — 


ACCESSORIES — SPARES — AND REPAIRS FOR ALL 


JAPANESE MACHINES 


We know motorcycles | 





both the senior and Junior 
grand prix titles at Cust In 
7962. He was only the second 
rider In the history of the 
meeting to score the double 
and appeared to have an 
exceptionally bright future 
ahead. In those days the 
races were of 100 mi 

more and It took real talent to 
get round on the shingle 
surface. 

But Dave's first love was 
always scrambling and he 
eventually retired completely 
from road racing. As a 
scrambler, he won the New 
Zealand 250 cc title and was 
outstanding in the early New 
Zealand International moto- 
cross series before going 
overseas for a long spell. 


Joyce Velo 


Kevin McCleary. who still 
swears that e is in 
semi-retirement although he 
never misses an opportunity 
to race seriously In the grand 
prix, brought out the famous 
old Joyce Velocette which 
once ruled the roost In the 
250cc class. Kevin won the 
first of his flve New Zealand 
light-welght grand prix titles 
on this machine-at Cust In 
4962. On the same machine, 
he won the New Zealand 
250cc alrfield championship 
at Wigram an amazing seven 
years In succession. 

The machine started IIfe In 
1936, although It has been 
updated by Its owners, the 
Joyce brothers, Joe and 
Brian, who always prepared It 
for racing. An overhead valve 
single, the Velocette boasts a 
modest 20 brake horsepower 
and has been reliably timed at 
108mph. 

“It is. still really great to 
ride”, McCleary said after the 
event. “There is no slipping 
the clutch out of corners. You 
just wind It on and It pulls 
away so smoothly”. 

Bob Harris, now _ the 
sponsor of Dale Wylle and the 
man who set him on the road 
to success, turned out on a 
7R AJS ‘which he had 
discovered while in Indonesia 
last year.-Bob brought the 
machine back to New Zealand 


“as an investment but likes it 


so much that he now 
intends to keep it. Manufac- 
tured In 1961,. the machine 
was last raced In the 1965 
Japanese Grand Prix. 


First TA 125 


Last Issue NZMCN announ- 
ced that the TA 125 Yamaha 
racer to be ridden b 
Wellington's Allstair Mitchell 
was the only one of Its kind 
in New Zealand. It wasn't. 
Nor was It the first. When the 
magazine went to print, Kevin 
McCleary had been in 
possession of his for about a 
month. He had had it flown 
out direct from Japan. In 
private sessions at Ruapuna 
Park, he has been timed at 
54sec for a lap. This would 
have been a record for the 
250cc class only a few years 
ago. He intended to keep the 
machine to ride “when P eel 
like it". 

Although he has now been 
in possession of the little 
racer for some time, McCleary 
is still in the dark as far as 
the specifications are con- 
cerned. “The instruction 
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booklet tells you to twist the 
throttle to make It go faster 
and to crouch down behind 
the falring and that Is about 
all”, he said. 


Mike's Bike 


Southland club member 
Nell Patterson has purchased 
the R500 Suzuki twin, 
formerly raced by Christ- 
church's Mike Sinclair. Mike 
did practically all the 
development work on the 


bike, which was __ very 
competitive. He Is now In 
America. 


There is another wellknown 
Suzuki 500 for sale, the one 
originally raced by Ginger 
Molloy on the New Zealand 
circuit some three years ago. 
Subsequently It became the 
property of Reg Ingram and 
finished fourth In Australla's 
Pan Pacific Cup series. The 
man selling the bike is Lou 
Murray, of Timaru. 


MX Postponed 
= 


The final round of the 
South Island Gold Star 
moto-cross series, which was 
to be held at Quarry Farm, 
Halswell (near Christchurch), 
last month, had to be 
postponed when torrential 
tain flooded the east coast of 
Canterbuty! a few days before. 


The testing Quarry Farm 
circult would have been 
rideable but the problem was 


that the car parking area was 
little more than a bog. The 
meeting will now probably be 
held at the same venue on 
May 26, making It the first 
winter Gold Star meeting to 
be held. 


Miller in U.K. 
Back In Britain, New 
Zealand international Ivan 


Miller has been in outstand- 
ing form on his Spanish 
Bultaco 360. He finished third 
overall in the first rounds of 
the British 500cc scramble 
championship in the Cam- 
bridge Grand National. In the 
first round he was fourth 
behind Vic Allan (Bultaco), 
Andy Robertson (Bultaco and 
Malcolm Davis (Bultaco). In 
the «second round,«»-he 
improved one placing. Those 
who finished ahead were 
Davis and Allan in that order. 


THE LITTLE BEAR RUN 

Ary off-road event Watchin 
attracted considerable interest 
over the past few years is the 
Manawatu Orion Motorcycle 
Club's Little Bear Run. 

This year the Little Bear Run 
is to take place on June 16 at 
the Barber Estate Rangioutu 
(signposted along the Palmerston 
North/Himitangi highway) and 
will consist of five laps of 15 
miles each, 

The run will be mainly through 
hilly paddocks with plenty of 
sand underfoot and the ‘Catch 
22' is that there is no set course. 

From a massed start com- 
petitors head off into the dis- 
tance with their eyes fixed on a 
bonfire. Gates will be open in 
paddocks, across roads or what- 
ever but competitors will have 
to select their own route. 

Once the first bonfire is 
reached — and we believe that 
this year it is to be about five 
miles from the start— com- 
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~ patitorshead for the next column 
: smoke. 

~~ They carry on like this until 
they complete one lap — 15 
miles Jater — and then start over 








in. 
One. of the organisers, Tim 
bes, who also sets the course, 
Is us he has planned a tough 
i ite this year. However, it is 
“organised as a fun day and even 
jders on the smaller capacity 
‘tall bikes will find they can get 
around the course. 
E 3 . Entries are not restricted and 
if 500 turn up that’s the number 
© Which will tackle the course. 
~ Scrutineering will take place 
~ “on the Barber Estate at 9.30 am 
‘on the morning of June 16 and 
~ the race-will start — via shotgun 
~=at-11-am sharp. 
| Intending competitors should 
be members of a motorcycle 
‘club and also ensure that their 
machine’ meets normal safety 
” standards. They donot have to 
‘be street legal as moto cross 
machines are permitted. 








"= /NO,AUCKLAND ROUND 

© "Next -season’s Marlboro road 
race series will probably not 
~4include an Auckland round. 
~ Malcolm MacGregor, spokesman 


for the organising body, told 
NZMGN that five venues have 
“been confirmed, including Taur- 
_anga’s Bay Park raceway and 
Timaru. 

_ The shock omission, of an 
Auckland venue is due, Malcolm 
said, to the unavailability of the 
“Pukekohe circuit. 






$.1. Hillclimb Champs 


The South Island open road 
hillclimb championships are to 
be held on May 25 on the mile 
"long Whatamaunga Hill- course, 
five miles from Picton. 


The course, consisting of a 
short starting straight and then 
a series of curves and comers, 
is tar sealed, in good condition 
and forms part of the Port Under- 
Wood Drive. 

The course has been used 
once before by the organising 
club — the Marlborough Motor 
Cycle Club — and fastest time 
of Imin 16secs was set by Bob 
Addstrom on a 650 Triumph: 
second and third fastest were 
Colin Verry who rode a Mach 
Il (1min | 18secs) and John 
Woodley on a 500 Honda (1min 
19secs). 


Cont.from p13 


lap-scoring box, the heads of the 
two riders could be seen just 
inches apart. Then, suddenly, 
there was just one safety helmet 
visible. 

Galbraith had slid down. Col- 
lison went on to win comfort- 
ably while Galbraith picked up 
his battered Kawasaki and con- 
tinued the last half-mile to the 
finish. The pair had been so far 
ahead ‘of the rest of the field that 
he was still able to claim second’ 


The event is timed to start 
at 9am with practice runs seeding 
the fastest 25 riders into the 
afternoons main competition. 

Scrutineering is set 
7.30 am. 

Sidecars may enter but they 
will be only a supporting class 
and not eligible for overall place 
prize money, 

Entrance fee is $1.00 and 
entry forms can be obtained 
from John Woodley, c/- E.R.S. 
RNZAF, Woodbourne, Blenheim. 
John Woodley will also book 
accommodation on your behalf 
if required, 


for 





place. 
The 350cc’ production race 
was very capably won by Christ- 


church's lan Miles (RD 350 
Yamaha). 

Top honours in the Cust 
veteran's race went. to Dave 


Burns (500 Norton Manx) from 
Bob Harris (7R AJS). 

Paul Corbett, (rider) and Stu 
Forbes (passenger) were too 
good for the opposition in the 
sidecar class, winning all three 
races in effortless fashion. 


_ Detailed results of events held at the New Zealand grand prix 
meeting -- Incorporating the final rounds of the national road 


tracing championships -- were:- 


New Zealand senlor grand prix (up to 500cc, 20 laps]. S.Avant 


|.(Chch], TZ350 Yamaha, 16:27.5, 1. 
Yamaha, 16:30.8, 2. G. Boote (Chch], TRS00 


J.Woodley (Blenheim), 1Z350 
Suzuki, 3..M. Cropp 


[Chch], TR3 350 Yamaha, 4. B. Nelson [Invercargill], T2350 Yamaha, 5. 


P. Duffy [Chch], TR 3 Yamaha, 6. S 


Dundon [Well.}, 500 Suzuki, 7. 


Fastest.lap: Woodley , 47.9 on fourteenth. 
New Zealand Junior grand prix [up to 350 cc, 18 laps]. S. Avant 


[Chch], TZ350 Yamaha, 14:58.2, 1. M.Cropp 


[Chch], TR3 Yamaha. 


15:13.8, 2. B.Neilson [Invercargill], TZ350 Yamaha, 3. P.Duffy [(Chch), 
TR3 Yamaha, 4. |.Miles [Chch), RD350 Yamaha, 5. Fastest lap:Avant 


1 
New Zealand light-weight grand prix [15 laps up to 250cc]. M.de 


Lucy [Hamilton], 


Yamaha TD3-250, 
Yamaha, 2. R.Gillard (Chch], Greeves, 3. R.Hyde [Timaru], CR 


13:21.9, 1. R.North [Auck], 


Honda, 





4, B.Wylie [Chch], Suzuki, 5. Fastest lap: de Lacy, 51.6. 


New Zealand ultra light-weight gran 
A.Mitchell (Well.], Yamaha, 5:51, 1. K.J.McCleary, [Cheh.], 


prix (up to 125 cc., 6 laps].- 
Yamaha, 





§:51.3, 2. S.Dundon [Well.], Suzuki, 3. A-Norfolk [Chch], Kawasaki 
100, 4. J.Crowler [Timaru], 5. Fastest lap: McCleary, 56.0. 


Ruapuna Open grand prix (up to 750cc, 10 laps]. - S.Avant (Chch] 
J:23.8, 1. G,Waodley [Bienheim], TZ350 Yamaha, 2 


TZ350 Yamaha, 





G.Boote [Chchj, TR500 Suzuki, 3. Fastest lap: Avant, 54.02. 








For Sale: 


Chat Yamaha TD2B new Krober 
4 Ignition, barrels, crankshaft, clutch, 
Spares to last all next season includ- 
ing barrels, crankshaft, gearcluster 
etc. $1500. Currently 3rd NZ 250ce 
Championship. Phone Kevin Wendt 
54-704 or Mount Motorcycles 54-190 
Tauranga. 


Yamaha AS1 125 road racer, very 
good condition, new bearings rings 
and pistons, fully factory race fitted, 
near new triangular tyres, will be 
available after the 15 April. $780.00 
ONO. Genuine enquiries only. 
Phone Collect 77-097 Hamilton. 


Norton Enthusiasts, genuine Brace- 
bridge Street Twin, immaculate con- 
dition, stove enamelled Manx Style 
$1,000 ONO. Moore 7, Tarewa Road, 
Whangarei. Phone 84-214. 


One TR2B motor, complete with 


spares, etc, Ex Jim Landrebe. $600.00 


ONO. Contact: Tony Urry, W. White 
Ltd, Broadway, Newmarket Phone: 
548-063. 


YAMAHA TR2B 

No. 42 Krober Ignition, very fast, 

complete with spares and sprockets. 

Finance available. $2,000. Contact: 
\ Mike Adler, 2/100A Portland Road, 


, CLASSIFIEDS — 


MAICO 400cc 

Latest radial finned Mato Cross model 
filtron spares, unbreakable levers. 
Contact Miles Notman, Box 6, Porto- 
bello, Phone 29718 Dunedin. 


YAMAHA TZ350 — AVANT'S 
Currently NZACU, 350 winner, 350 
and Senior NZGP winner and many 
other wins, extremely quick and 
proving equally reliable, only dropped 
‘once from new, spares include new 
barrels (2) head, pistons, crankshaft 
atc. Sticky tyres fitted. $3,350. 
Write Stuart Avant, C/- 85 Moorehouse 
Ave, Christchurch. Terms can be 
arranged. 


JIM LANDREBE’S YAMSEL 
Holder of many titles. A professionally 
manufactured machine of extremely 
good handling qualities. Possibly 

the quickest air-cooled 350cm machine 
in the country. This machine will 

sell for néxt season’s racing with many 
engine spares, sprockets, ate at $2,000. 
Enquiries Welcome. Contact: T. Urry, 
W. White Wholesale Ltd, Broadway, 
Newmarket, Phone: 548-063, 


FOR SALE: 

1973 Triumph Adventurer, 500ce 
Excellent condition, new rings, decoke 
and valve grind. 4000 miles. New 
rear rubber and unbreakable lever 
fitted. $1,100. Write J.H. Lasenby, 
Woodbourne, Blenheim. Phone: 











7 Remuera, Auckland 5. Phone: 542-053 Woodbourne, Ext 652. 





Situations 
: Vacant: 


ADVERTISING REPRESEN- 


TATIVE aS, - 
lishers of NZ Motorcyc! 
News, require advertising ropresen- 
p tatives in ‘Auckland, Wellington — 
and Christchurch to work on their 
various publications, Applicants. 
should apply to The Manager, 
Fourman Holdings Ltd, P.O. Box 
8883 Symonds St. Auckland. 
Phono: 73-822, or Fourman 
Holdings Ltd, P.O. Box 883, 
Wellington, Phone: 50-891. 


WANT TO 


Post now to: 


Tick here 


SUZUKI A100 

Full 125cc, 26mm Carb, C/R gearbox 

modified swinging arm, winner of 

NZ Ultra Lightweight TT. Ultra 

reliable $350. Contact Tony Burrell, 
wi 











YAMAHA T2350: 


Has done 6 meetings only. Full 
spares kit plus extra sprockets. Better 
than new! $2,900, Contact: Dick 
Waterer, 34 Willerton Ave, New Lynn 
Auckland. Phone: 872-294, 


Wanted: 


BSA 500 MX WANTED: 


Good condition. Write Box 37-093 
Stokes Valley. 


Pre-1960 motorcycle books and 
magazines. Please send details, 
including price, to Mark-Holman, 
38 Clunie Ave, Raumati South. 


BUY OR SELL 
NZ MOTORCYCLE NEWS CLASSIFIEDS 


CLASSIFIEDS, FOURMAN HOLDINGS LTD 


P.O. Box 1343, WELLINGTON 


SELL 
BUY 


5 Cents por word, 8 conts per word if we bill you later. Photographs 
$2.00 extra, Display classifieds normal advertising rates. 





A grade open [10 laps}. - S.Avant [Chchj, Yamaha 1Z350, 8:21.7, 
1. G.Boote [Chch], 500 Suzuki, 2. S. Dundon [Well.], 500 Suzukl, 3. 


Fastest lap: Avant 49.5. 
rade fopen 10 laps}. - R.North [Auck], 750: Kawasakl, 9:1.6, 1. 


W.Eal ee (Blenbe: im). ee jKawesekl: 2. R.Bedford [Tauranga], 750 
Kawasaki, 3. Fastest lap: Nort 6. 
st é Bruns [Chch], 500 Manx Norton, 





Cust veterans’ race [5 laps]. D. 
4:58.6, 1. R.J.Harris (Chch],°7R A.J.S., 5:3.4, 2. J.Hubbard [Chch], 
500 B.S. 111.5, 3. KJ. eCleary [Chchj, 250 Joyce Velocette, 4. 
C.Halnes [Chch] 500 Matchless, 5. Fastest lap:Bums 58.0. 


Canterbury Sidecar Championship (8 laps]. P.corbett {Blenheim}, 
750 Suzuki, 7:36.6, 1. C.Olsen (Blenheim), 750 Suzuki, 7:39.4, 2. 
C.Moller [Blenheim], 500 Suzuki, 3. Fastest lap: Corbett 53. 

Sidecar scratch (5 laps]. - P-Corbatt {Blenhalm 750 Suzukl, 4:47.4, 
1. L.Clarke [Chch}, 750 Kawasaki, 2. C.Olsen [Blenheim], Suzuki 750, 3. 
Fastest lap: Corbett 56.0. . 

Sidecar handicap [ 5 la st P. Corbett [Blenheim], 750 Suzuki, 
5:29.7, 1. C. Moller [Blenhelm} 500 Suzuki, 2. C.Olsen [Blenheim], 750 
Suzuki, 3. 

Production race (up to 350cc, 8 laps]. |.Miles (Chch], Yamaha RD350, 
7:17.6, 1. J.Phillips [Chch], Yamaha RD350, 2. D.Hutchinson [Chch], 
Yamaha RD360, 3. Fastest lap : Miles 52.6. 

Half hour production race. First Qualifying heat (6 laps). 0.Galbraith 
{chen}, 750 Kawasakt, §:15-8, 4. J.White [Timaru], 900 Kawasaki, 2. 

“Hutchinson [Chch], 350 Yamaha, 3. Second Qualifying heat (6 laps]. 
A.Collinson [Tauranga], 750 Kawasaki, 15:18.3, 1. R. North [Auck], 750 
Kawasakl, 2. I.Miles [Chch], 350 Yamaha, 3. Final: Collinson, 34 laps, 
1. Galbraith, 34 laps, 2. North, 33 laps, 3. Fastest lap Galbraith 49.8. 

Production consolation race (5 laps]. W.Couglan [Well.], 750 
Kawasakl, 3:5, 1. D.Finlay [Well], 750 Kawasaki, 2. P.Booth [Chch], 
500 Suzuki, 3. Fastest lap: Couglan, 53.2. 
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News 
T SHIRTS 
wort §3-00 
wove, 94-20 


NZMCN (SHORT SLEEVE) 
NZMCN (LONG SLEEVE) 
Stockcar & Speedway Sport 
Motorman: 


Colours Available: White, Blue, Green, Yellow and Red 
Fourman Holdings, 44 Webb Street, PO Box 883, Wellington 
Please enclose name and address with coupon 
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 GURMA CENTRE, 
COMPETITION MACHINES 





1973 Suzuki TR500, TR250 frame, mag wheels, disc’s front & rear, 


Yamaha TD3, Road Racer 250cc. Recently stripped and rebuilt, 6-speed 
gearbox and dry clutch. Handles well and extremely quick. Be on a winner 
for only $2,400 cash or $800 dep. 


Suzuki TRS500 Road Racer 500cc, Works motor & frame. Ceriani forks and 
brakes. Maintained regardless of cost. $1,950 cash or S650 dep. 


Lyster Matchless Road Racer, 500cc single. Ex Landrebe and Wylie. 
Ceriani front forks and brake, Lyster frame. Ideal for club racing. $1,190 
cash or $400 dep. 


Suzuki TM400K Scrambler, Our own machine maintained regardless of 
dst. Electronic ignition, 21in front wheel, allay rims. A real beauty for 
only $1,099 cash or $367 dep. 25 





Montesa Cota. 125cc trail machine. Demonstration miles only. 
goes like new. $999 cash or $333 dep. 


Malulolulniululaajnlala|oiul|alulo 


Eq GZ Serambler 360ce. Single port, undersiung exhaust. New motor recent! 
fitted. A competitive machine at'a competitive price. A f Feud 
EQ 8699 cash or $233 dep. ne plea 





EG Kewasaki FB1M. 6 meetings only. Spares, extremely tidy. Priced to sell 


$599 or $200 dep. 
Fey CHRISTCHURCH. 
AVENUE L.MVD iappimenars 


TOMMYS SUZUKI 
STUY ululalaluluja|a|ulaler|e|a|e|i|ale|e 


CENTRE L.M.V.D. 
Hi 4 Kawasaki centre Senviee 


SERVICE 
$3.89 £ Attractive Durable 
Nylon Leaver 
Assemblies. 

Long Lasting. 
Hard to Damage. 


Instant Puncture 
Repair in just 20 


» Send Cheque or Postal Note 


fe Kawasaki Centre 


7 Ellice St. 
Wellington 





6 port barrells, krober, all extras, the very best for sale at $2,499 or $833 dep. 
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